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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
FAMILIAR SERMONS.—NO. III. 


PssuM cxviii, 22. The stone, which the builders refused, 1s become 
the headstons of the corner. 


AmonG other figurative representations of the church, we some- 
times find it described as a building. «Ye are God’s husbandry; 
ye are God’s building,” was the address of the apostle to the 
Corinthian Christians. For though no single church can with any 
propriety be considered the whole building, yet every Christian 
community is an important part, and as necessary as any other, 
to constitute a perfect whole. This seems to be more fully inti- 
mated in the epistle to the Ephesians. «*Now therefore,” says the 
apostle, «ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles, and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone. In whom all the building fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an holy temple. In whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.” 

This building has been rising ever since sinners began to be- 
lieve in the promised seed of the woman. From that period to the 
present, one stone after another has been taken from the rough 
quarry of nature, and prepared by the great Master for a place in 
the building. Thus, by degrees, will it be growing into a holy 
temple, its different parts brought from all quarters of the world, 
being cemented together in heaven, and become a habitation of 
God. 

In this glorious building, the text informs us there is a principal 
stone, a corner stone, and even the headstone of the corner: a stone, 
which was indeed refused of the builders, but which has been 
made to occupy the most important place in the edifice. 

In attending further to this figurative representation of the 
Psalmist, it will be our object, first, to ascertain the person of 
whom he speaks, and to notice the propriety of his being denomi- 
nated a stone. 

The words themselves do not designate the person: yet they 


receive so exact an accomplishment in the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
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none, who have read the history of his life with any attention, can 
duubt of the propriety of their application to him. Even the prin- 
cipal Jews confess, that they belong to their Messiah. And if so, 
we, who acknowledge no other Messiah, but him, who was cruci- 
fied as a malefactor on mount Calvary, can have no question whose 
character they represent. But we are not left to conjecture on this 
subject: the Savior has quoted the words as pointing to himself; and 
the apostle Peter, in allusion to them, says to the Jews, respecting 
Christ, «This is the stone, which was set at nought of you build. 
ers, Which is become the head of the corner.” ‘Khe same applica- 
tion of the words is made by the apostle Paul: «ye are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone.” ¢Behold,’’ says Jehovah, «I lay in 
Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious Corner 
stone.”” These words are noticed by the apostle Peter, in a dis- 
course respecting Christ, and evidently applied to him. 

But why, it may be asked, is Christ called a stone? Without 
anticipating another part of the subject, it may still be proper to 
remark, that the figure, here employed, is calculated to bring into 
view some important traits in his character. Is a stone firm and 
durable, and, when used for the support of a building, does it fur- 
nish asecure foundation? These are properties which, when spir- 
itually applied, eminently belong to Christ. He is indeed, in him- 
self, amply sufficient to sustain the weight of alt who may build 
their hopes upon him. His divine perfections render him a most 
secure foundation: a foundation, which all the storms of temptation 
and affliction can never tear away. ‘His power,” says the excel- 
lent President Davies, ‘is almighty, able to support the meanest of 
his people that build their hopes on him, and render them proof 
against all the attacks of earth and hell. His righteousness is in- 
finitely perfect, equal to the highest demands of the Divine law, 
and therefore a firm, immoveable ground of trust. We may safely 
venture the weight of our eternal all upon this rock: it will stand 
forever. Let thousands, let millions, with all the mountainous 
weight of guilt upon them, build upon this foundation, and they 
shall never be moved.” And let me add, the weight of the whole 
spiritual building, which has been rising from the days of righteous 
Abel, and which will be crowned with the top-stone, when all the 
redeemed are gathered in, may rest on this foundation, and stand 
secure for ever. We remark 

Secondly, that this stone, notwithstanding its firmness, and 
durability, is said in the text, to have been refused by the 
builders. 

A skilful artificer, who designs to raise a beautiful edifice, makes 
a selection from the stones which are brought for that purpose. 
Some, on account of their form, or quality, are refused as unfit for 
a place, and are thrown aside among the rubbish as of no value. 
This will enable us to understand the manner in which Christ was 
regarded by the builders of the spiritual temple. ‘The builders are 
designed to represent the Scribes, and Priests, all those, who, in 
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the days of our Savior, were leaders in the Jewish church. By 
these he was refused. He was adjudged as unfit to have even the 
lowest place in the building, and was thrown aside as useless. 
Skilful builders will usually find some place for almost every stone 
which may be brought to them. Few are thrown aside as entirely 
worthless, as incapable of being devoted to any good purpose. But 
Christ, the text informs us, was wholly refused. No place in the 
spiritual temple was formed for him. 

Let us see how this prophetic representation of the Psalmist 
accords with facts. A view of the feelings of those who, in the 
days of Christ’s flesh, took the management of the Jewish church, 
will be sufficient to convince us of its correctness. The predictions 
of the prophets, in relation to the treatment which Christ would 
receive at his coming, became his history. He was despised and 
rejected of men, and by none was he persecuted with more viru- 
lence than by the rulers in the church. ‘They were the persons 
who were most enraged at his holy doctrine, and who took the 
greatest offence at his humble life. The common people, not un- 
frequently heard him gladly, and numbers of them rejoiced in him 
as the foundation of their hopes. But it was not so with those, who 
sat in Moses’ seat, or with others, who were leaders in Israel. 
By these he was rejected. They were often confounded by the 
weight of his instruction, and the pertinency and force of his re- 
marks. But nothing could abate the malignity of their feelings. 
His blameless life and the purity of his doctrines, were utterly in- 
sufficient to render him the object of their esteem, At one 
time he was reproached as a blasphemer; at another as a friend of 
publicans and sinners. When the reality of his miracles could not 
be denied, it was suggested that he was in league with Beelzebub. 
With this guilt the apostle Peter charges the rulers of the people 
and the elders of Isracl. «This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders.”? The parable of the supper gives us the 
same view of the feelings and conduct of the Jews in relation to 
Christ and his salvation. A nobleman made a great supper and 
bade many. At supper time, servants were sent out to call those 
that were bidden, but they would not cume; and, according to the 
report of another evangelist, they made light of it, and went their 
way, one to his farm, and another to his merchandize. Several 
other invitations met with the same success. Although the Savior 
was sacrificed, and the Gospel supper was prepared, they would 
not participate in its blessings. So despised, and rejected was 
this stone by the builders. Instead of making him the foundation 
of their hopes, they made him a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offence. 

But the principal Jews are not the only persons by whom Christ 
has been refused. In every age, from that period to the present, 
he has been to the proud and self-righteous, whether ministers or 
people, without form or comeliness. By the many millions of 
those, whose eyes have not been enlightened, he has been regarded 
“8 possessing no qualities, on account of which they should desire 
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him. Few have seen his beauty; and been willing to venture their 
souls upon his righteousness. And even these, like the converted 
thief on the cross, were first heard to reproach his glorious name, 
Hence the voice from heaven, which pierced the soul of Saul, 
charges him with opposition to the Son of God; «Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me.”” We will not have this man to reign over us, 
is the language of the natural heart. Not only the builders have 
rejected this stone, but all to whom he has been proposed have 
united in the rejection. And if there have been some, who have 
discovered his worth, it has been owing to the illuminating influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. Without these, he has been a root out of 
a dry ground, a sign which has been every Where spoken against, 
But blessed be God, we learn, 

Thirdly, that this stone, which has been refused of the builders, 
has become the headstone of the corner. 

The Jews have a tradition, that a certain stone, which was 
thrown aside among the rubbish by the builders of the second 
temple, was at Jast found to be exactly fitted for the place of a chief 
corner stone. Whether this tradition is founded on fact, or like 
many others with which their writings are encumbered, is fabu- 
lous, the stone, which we have been contemplating, has received 
this honorable distinction. Such is the doctrine, not only of the 
text, but, as we have seen, of the writers of ihe New Testament. 

Two things are worthy of notice in the language of the text. 
This stone has been placed in the corner, and in the situation of the 
head stone of the corner. The corner stone, is one of the most im- 
portant in the building. It is this which connects the different 
parts together, and forms them into a perfect whole. In this dis- 
tinguished place, says the text, is that stone placed which was re- 
fused by the builders, as utterly unfit to occupy any place. But 
in the eyes of God, it was elect and precious, and instead of being 
left to lie among the rubbish, it has been placed in the very founda- 
tien and corner of the edifice. «This,’’ says the Psalmist, is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

And even this is not all the honor which has been put upon this 
rejected stone. It has become not only a corner stone, but the very 
head stone of the corner: not merely one of the most important 
stones, but the most important, the stone which connects and sus- 
tains the whole building. Other stones may be placed in impor- 
tant situations. The Christian church may be built on the foun- 
dation of the prophets and apostles; but Jesus Christ himself ts the 
chief corner stone. ‘The instructions of the New Testament cor- 
respond with this striking phraseology of the text. The Lord 
Jesus is there represented as the founcation of the whole spiritual 
temple. Other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, even 
Jesus Christ.” For there is salvation in none other; there is no 
other name given under heaven whereby any can be saved. On 
him rests every individual Christian. «I live,” ‘says an apostle, 


scyet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” «He is the end of the law 
‘r righteousness unto every onc that believeth.’ On this ground 
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the apostle Paul desired to be found in him, not having on his own 
righteousness but the righteousness of God, the righicousness 
which is by faith. He is also the support of the whole church. 
He is the tried stone laid in Zion for a foundation. He is the vine 
from which all the branches derive their support. When the 
church is compared to a body, Christ is the head and his people 
the members; when to a buiiding, Christ is its foundation. Alt 
stands upon him, and were he to be removed, the whole super- 
structure would fall into ruins. 

Christ not only restrains, but connects. «For he is our peace,” 
says the apostle, “who hath made both one,” that is Jews and Gen- 
tiles, ««and hath broken down the partition wall between us.” In 
him Jews and Gentiles find a centre of union. ‘This is strikingly 
illusirated by the apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Ephesians. 
‘In whom all the building, fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord. In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” Christians, in every 
part of the earth, are brethren. ‘Though they may be unknown to 
each other on this side of their heavenly residence, they sustaina 
blessed relationship through Christ: he is their common Savior. 
They are placed in different parts of the building; but they are not — 
unorganized and discordant materials. In Christ, the chief corner 
stone, they are united together, and become necessary parts of the 
same spiritual house. 

The subject may lead us to some useful reflections. 

1. We may notice the importance and value put upon Christ, 
in the plan of salvation. 

He is indeed lightly esteemed in the eyes of sinners. But he is 
Chosen of God and precious, and holds a very high place in the 
scheme of the Gospel. Here God has exalted him, and given him 
a name, whichis above every name. Unto ail his people he 
is made wisdom, righteousness, santification, and redemption. 
‘*Without me,” he says to his disciples, «*ye can do nothing.” A 
conviction of this truth was deepiy fastened on the mind ef _he 
apostle Paul. «I can do all things,” says he, “through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” From Christ every believer derives 
mercy to pardon, and grace to help in time of need. In short, 
he is all and in all,in the salvation of the Gospel; the foundation 
and the top-stone of the whole spiritual building; the hope and 
consolation of Christians in the world; and the perpetual advo- 
cate and intercessor for the redeemed in heaven, 

2. ‘The subject may lead us seriously to inquire whether Christ 
enters so deeply into our religion. 

Do we think highly of ourselves or of him? If our religion be 
that of the Gospel, he will be precious to us, and all our experi- 
ence will contribute to exalt him in our affections. So true is this, 
that the Apostle assures us, that if any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he shall be accursed. Every believer is constrained 
as well by love to him, as by his love. Now, my friends, does 
Christ hold so prominent a place in our religion? Do we count all 
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things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of his character 
and salvation? And are we ready to suffer the loss of all things 
that we may win him? Is he our wisdom and righteousness, our 
sanctification and redemption? Or, on the other hand, do we rely on 
our own righteousness, and exclude Christ except in some general 
sense from our calculations? 

Let us beware of any hope, which does not rest upon the Divine 
Savior. If he be our life, our joy, our hope, he will also be our 
salvation. But if we despise him, he will lightly esteem us. And 
while he stands as a tried stone, laid in Zion, as an everlasting 
foundation of hope to all who trust in him, we shall in vain look 
for his help, when our foundation of sand shall glide from beneath 
us. Our presumptuous hopes will then be dashed in pieces, and 
we shall find ourselves without a Savior, sinking into endless 
despair. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE MOTIVES BY WHICH SINNERS MUST BE URGED TO 
REPENTANCE. 


{In a letter to a candidate for the ministry. ] 


My dear brother, 

Since [ was informed that you had become a licensed preacher, 
it has frequently occurred to me, that I ought to write you. I 
have many things to say, and as I cannot deliver them in person, it 
is a satisfaction to communicate them by letter. 

When conversing with you, not long since, on the proper mode 
of addressing impcnitent sinners from the pulpit, I recollect that you 
expressed sentiments, at which I was surprised, and which, in my . 
view, cannot fail to injure your usefulness, if retained, and reduced 
to practice. I then stated in general terms, my objections to 
your views of the subject, and urged you to re-examine it, with 
the candor that you usually carry into your investigations of relig- 
ious topics. L am confident that you will not be offended, if «I 
shew my opinion” yet again, with the freedom, that, as a brother, I 
am privileged to use. 

You would not, indeed, annihilate the scriptural distinction be- 
tween saints and sinners; nor maintain, that the carnal heart 
is ever brought into subjection to Christ by the force of moral sua- 
sion. You will not aflirm, that men, in their natural state, are not 
«children of wrath;” nor that they relish the beauties of holiness. 
Yet you say, that in persuading them to repentance, ministers 
ought rather to employ motives of the tender, and alluring kind, 
than those of terror;—to dwell principally, if not exclusively, on 
the love and compassion of God; the pity and tenderness of Christ; 
the amiableness of pious affections; and the bright rewards, that 
are in reversion for the saints. And the principal reason which 
you suggest, if I mistake not, is, that motives of a different com- 
plexion, are calculated to drive the sinner from God, instead of 
‘sbringing him nigh;” to raise a storm of passion in his breast, and 
eonfirm his opposition to the Gospel. 
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[ doubt not, dear brother, the sincerity and purity of your heart, 
while you hold these notions; but the conviction, that you are heart- 
ily engaged to «win souls to Christ”’ will not convince me, that the 
motives you urge on them are the most eflicacious, nor ‘the most 
abundantly employed by the Spirit of God. 

I would by no means exclude from sermons, those topics of ar- 
gument or intreaty, which you would so exclusively urge. On the 
contrary, I would exhibit them in their proper place, in all the 
glowing imagery of inspiration itself; to animate the Christian, and 
urge him forward to the heavenly goal; to form a contrast before 
the sinner’s eye, Which should compe! him to admit the deformity 
of his character, and the impossibility of salvation without a 
renewed heart. 

But shall } exhibit only a part of the truth? shall I raise a mist 
before the sinner’s eye,to prevent him from seeing those features in 
Jehovah’s character, which ought to make every sinner tremble? 
Terrors form an essential part of the divine character; that is, the 
guilty cannot view God correetly except they regard him as a sin- 
avenging God. All his perfections are glorious, and lovely. 
None of them excite alarm, or dread, in the breasts of the holy; for 
whether they consider divine wisdom, bringing to light the hidden 
counsels of the wicked, and overruling them to his own glory; or 
divine power, crushing their machinations, and restraining their 
wrath; or divine justice, rendering to every man according to his 
deserts, without respect to persons, or the vain excuses that may 
be offered; ov divine love, selecting in holy sovereignty, the future 
heirs of heaven, and training them up for this inheritance, they 
discern that holiness in the whole, which fills them with ineffable 
delight. ‘Their hearts are formed to derive the purest pleasures 
from sucn sources. ‘They even cry, «Alleluia, the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth,” while they see the most tremendous tokens of 
his wrath. But are these the feelings of impenitent sinners? By 
no means. Such representations of God fill them with anguish. 
Yet, in order to their repentance, such views of the divine char- 
acter must be given them. ‘hey must see God as he is, in order 
to believe in him; and they must believe in him, in order to come to 
him with acceptance. 

Suppose you could induce a sinner, to love a being in whose 
character he saw none of these attributes: what would you gain? 
He does not yet love Jehovah; he does not love the same being that 
angels worship; and how is he brought any nearer to God than 
before. If his love be not directed to the true God, but to a false 
god, a mere creature of the imagination, it has no more holiness in 
it, than though directed to anidol. Every sinner has an object of 
supreme affection; and whether it be wood or stone, silver or flesh, 
angel or devil, is of little consequence, if «the just Gud and Sav- 
ior” be rejected. So that if I refrain from displaying the 
terrors of the Lord to the guilty, it is in vain that I urge all other 
motives to bring them to repentance. Without the true character 
of God before them, it is impossible, in the nature of things, that 
they be successfully exhorted to loye and serve him. 
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Besides, the very constitution of the divine government makes 
it necessary to address the sinner’s fears. Human nature is so 
formed, as to be incapable of strong influence from spiritual ob- 
jects, except through the instrumentality of the passions. Hence, 
when the apostle would warn Christians, against final ruin, he says, 
‘let us fear, lest a promise being left us,” &c. So, take from a 
sinner the fear of God’s wrath, the fear of hell, and what persua- 
sions will prevail to turn him from the ‘broad way:” You believe 
that he has no holiness in his heart, but a decided aversion to it; 
that he has no delight in moral excellence; how then can you per- 
suade him to be holy, by addressing to him those motives only, 
that suppose complacency in the object to which you would move 
him? Would you induce him to repentance, by showing him the 
beauties of holiness and the excellency of Christ, the very objects 
to which, of all others, his heart is radically opposed? Fix your 
eye on a maniac, who is hurrying on to throw himself dewn a 
precipice; lay your hand on him, and when you have got his ear, 
tell him how precious is life; how many the sweets it yields; how 
much happiness he may enjoy, if he will desist from his purpose; 
soothe him, if you can, but by no means say any thing to 
arouse his natural fears of death, lest he tear from your hold, and 
with increased violence plunge headlong into the gulf below! Do 
you act wisely? His madness will not be restrained by the mild- 
est accents of your voice; but with a vacant stare, or contemptuous 
smile, he listens to your tale, and you see him no more. Had 
you made him feel, that he was under the control of a superior 
power; and had you touched the only cord in his breast, that could 
vibrate to your pity—his fears,—you had saved him from himself, 
and from ruin. Such a maniac is every impenitent sinner; and 
allow his fears to sleep, he will contemn all your persuasiuns; and, 
while he applauds your mildness, he will triumph over you and over 
himself, and ultimately taunt you bitterly, with having lulled him 
into a security, which was the harbinger of his final perdition. 

You will not think me laying too much stress on motives, for 
you yourself contend that motives of a certain kind ought to be 
used; and the only difference between us lies in the character of the 
motive. You would address the sinner’s hopes, and desire of hap- 
piness: [ would address his fears, and dread of misery. This is a 
difference of no small importance; for, what are the sinner’s hopes? 
Are they substantial? or, are they like the spider’s web?) What are 
his desires? Does he thirst after holiness, and the blissful presence 
of God? Or, does he merely wish for exemption from the cause of 
the law? Whatever his desires of heaven are, while in a state of 
impenitence, they cannot be gratified, When you address the sin- 
ner’s hopes and desires, therefore, you address something vision- 
ary; and be not surprised, if your hopes ef success prove visionary 
too! But address his fears, and you have solid ground to stand 
upon. ‘The curse of the law actually lies on him, and every 
moment’s reprieve from hell is allowed him of pure favor. No 
alarms, that you can possibly excite in him, can be commensurate 
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with his danger. No description of the misery, to which he is 
already sentenced, can come up to the reality. Without repent- 
ance, therefore, his highest fears will be far more than realized, 
and his utmost dread of future woe will prove but a drop, com- 
pared with the boundless ocean of miseries before him. 

When you would cousole the desponding believer, you do not 
place God belore him ciuthed in robes of vengeance; why, then, 
when you would convince and convert the hardened sinner, do you 
say to him, «Come thou weary heavy laden sinner, | will give 
thee rest?” Is not the incongruity plain in both cases? 

So, my brother, God suits motives to characters; and would we 
be faithful to God, we must “go, and do likewise.” We must 
take the sinner as we find him, and, if we would convert him from 
the error of his way, we must assail him in that point where only 
he is vulnerable, arouse his fears; awaken his conscience; and 
make him humble; then shall we not preach in vain. 

But L have one argument yet in reserve, which I believe the 
piety of your heart, will not suffer you to resist; viz. that God 
himself abundantly displays his terrors before the impenitent for 
the purpose of leading them to repentance. 

Why does he declare, «I will render vengeance to my enemies?” 
Why does he proclaim himself «the great and terrisle God,” and 
assure us, that «6a fire is kindled in his anger, which shali burn to 
the lowest hell;”? «that he will laugh at the calamity of the wicked, 
and mock when thei fear cometh??? Why? but to bring men to 
repentance? 

Or does God reveal his terrors less distinctly, under the Gospel 
dispensation? Not atall. Not a jot, nora tittle. of the law is 
diminished, either from the strictness of the precept, or the sever- 
ity of the penalty. God declares in the Gospel, «Wrath is re- 
vealed from heaven against alf ungodliness, and unrighteousness of 
men.” A fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, 
shall consume the adversaries.’’—* Woe unto you lypocrites, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell!’ «God will gather the 
wheat into his garner, and burn up tbe chaff with fire unquencha- 
ble’? LT need not say to you, that these are merely exainples of the 
style, that God uses toward his enemies under the Gospel. And 
is not the design of them to preduce repentaiice? 

Now from whom are the ministers of God to learn by what 
motives they shall persuade sinners to repent, and receive Christ? 
If an earthly sovereign send me on an embassy of peace and recon- 
ciliation io an army of haughty rebels. and require me to induce 
their submission by displaying his righteousness, and the terrors 
of his law, shall I go to them, and inquire what motives [may urge 
Without offending them, and what language will please them? 
Shall | endeavor to soothe end comfort them, to allay their fears, 
and excite their hopes, while their lofty looks are unhumbled; and 
they swear eternal enmity against their Prince? And suppose I 
should please them, by departing from my insiructions, and make 


them very much my friends, by my concessions to them, should I 
Von. XUB 26 
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be any longer worthy of my sovereign’s confidences Might he not 
righteously consign me to the punishment of the rebels ‘them. 
sclves? 

U do not mean to intimate that you are anxiously acting on such 
principles. But when you look at the addresses of God himself 
to the impenitent; when you reflect on the er with which 
they will attend to all your mild persuasives, while they utterly 
abhor every exhibition of the «terrors of the Lord;” and when 
you take into view the character of their opposition to God, deep, 
malignant, and persevering; I hope, and devoutly pray, that you 
may not, like some in these days, who are called «ministers of 
God,” cry “peace, peace, When there is no peace,” and thus be 
found at last having the skirts of your garments stained with the 
blood of souls. Your very affectionate brother, S. S. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist, 
Sir, 

j enclose you a translation from the rev. J. Bernard, made by the late excellent Mrs 
N. C. Outein of Gloucester, (Mass.) a little before her lamented death. Isend the 
manuscript just as she left it. If you think the whole or a part of it would be season- 
able to your readers at atime when such great efforts are made to disprove the Divinity 
of our adorable Redeemer, you are at liberty to use it. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JAMES BERNARD, PASTOR 
OF THE WALLOONE CHURCH IN LEYDEN, AND PROF. OF PHI- 
LOSOPHY AND MATHEMATICS IN LEYDEN UNIVERSITY. 


(He published his book on the Excellence of the Christian Religion 
im 1714.) 


In that part of his work where he treats on the doctrines of re- 
ligion which are maccessible to reason, aiter defining the word 
mystery, in the sense in which he intends to use it, to be a revealed 
truth, to which reason cannot attain, or which she conceives at 
least in a very superficial and imperfect manner, he observes: 
‘There is a way, very easy, and very short, of doing away at 
once all the objections that are made against religion, on account 
of the incomprehensible mysteries which it imposes the necessity 
of believing. It is the way that Socinus and all his partisans have 
followed. It consists in bringing all these mysteries to the ground. 
in putting them ali to the sword, without exception, that all which 
revelation teaches us may be levelled to human reason. Cannot 
the manner in which sin passes from the fathers to the children be 
comprehended? Original sin must be denied then, and we must say 
that children become simers in time by imitating the sins of their 
fathers. Cannot the mysteries of the ‘Trinity, Incarnation, or Re- 
demption be conceived? Socinus is not embarrassed in all these 
labyrinths, and though the Bible teaches these truths in a thousand 
places, he prefers to twist a thousand passages of Scripture, than 
to admit what reason cannot comprehend. Does the resurrection 
of the body perplex? A certain celestial matter must be forged of 
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which God will build the bodies of the faithful at the last day. Do 
the pains of hell appear too hard for the flesh?’ With one stroke of 
is pen, Socinus has had the address to efface them all. 

«[t is thus that this ingenious man has made a religion of even 
fyoting, where there is neither rising nor descending, nothing in- 
comprehensible, nothing which can in the least shock the weakness 
of human reason. 

‘«‘But if this expedient is convenient, nothing is less safe; and So- 
einus may be justly compared to an incendiary, who should set on 
fire all the edifices which he met with, to save the architects the 
iyouble of keeping them in repair; or to those cruel and unskilful 
surgeons, Who mutilate, cut, and burn the patient whom they know 
not how to heal. 

««Socinus has been able to deny boldly all the doctrines which in- 
commoded his feeble reason, because, in spite of all his protesta- 
‘ions, it is plain enough, by his wresting those passages ef Scripture 
which perplexed him, that he had ne great respect for any of the 
inspired books. It however ill becomes him to reject the mysteries 
of religion on account of not understanding them; he who amused 
himself with handling its doctrines on leaving the college where he 
had filled his head with a thousand chimerical opinions, much more 
difficult to comprehend, and much less founded upon reason than 
the most elevated mysteries of our holy religion. It is in vain that 
Socinus haughtily supports the excellence and the rights of reason; 
we shall soon make it appear that this proud reason must surrender 
her arms, and that Socinus must deny all religion and fall into the 
most dreadful Phyrronism with respect to natural truths, or he 
must confess that in nature ard religion there are truths entirely 
incomprehensible. 

«He must acknowledge that God is eternal; for a Divinity which 
should have had a beginning would be more incomprehensible 
than the mystery of the Trinity. 

‘But doves he perfectly understand that eternity which he must 
attribute to God? Is his reason strong enough for this? If it is, he 
has one different from all other men; for all the greatest philoso- 
phers, both ancient and modern, have confessed, that an eternity 
must necessarily be admitted though it cannot be comprehended. 

‘‘Let us then leave Socinus with his proud reason. More humble 
and modest, with more respect for the Scriptures, let us confess 
that there are incomprehensible mysteries in the Christian religion, 
and let us seek another way to satisfy reason with regard to them.” 

The author here condemns those theologians who have gone to 
the other extreme of Socinus, and have changed the clearest doc- 
trines into mysteries, and then lays down two rules. 

‘ist. The incomprehensibility of a doctrine is not a proof of its 
divinity. 

2d. When a doctrine is clearly contained in the Bible, it is not 


a Sufficient reason for us to reject it, because we cannot compre- 
aend it.’ | 
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‘‘Religion is reproached for its inexplicable mysteries; but where 
is the science, which is free from them? 

‘The maze of the law, has become proverbial to express the in- 
explicable intricacies of jurisprudence. 

‘The physician finds in the maladies which afflict the human 
body, and the effects of the remedies which he administers, a 
thousand mysteries, which he cannot explain. 

‘‘Natural philosophy that vaunts itself on explaining the nature 
of natural things, is stopped at every step by the mysteries that 
she every where finds. 

“The transformations of chemistry are as marvellous as the 
resurrection of the body. It is true that mathematics have a great 
number of clear and evident truths; but 1 am sure and I can easily 
prove, if | could render myself intelligible to those who are un- 
acquainted with these sciences, that there is not one which can more 
facilitate the belief of the incomprehensible mysteries of religion, 
than mathematics. ‘his inestimable science teaches us, that all 
nature is full of mysteries; that a step cannot be made without 
finding innumerable abysses which cannot be fathomed, mysteries 
which may be properly called inconceivable, not only on account of 
the weakness of our lights, but on account of the nature of the 
thing, which is such, that it cannot be conceived, or known, 
though we are convinced of its truth. 

‘sl am certain, that a candid man, who sincerely seeks truth, will 
be more persuaded that the incomprehensibility of a thing ought 
not to hinder its admission, after he shall have acquired some 
knowledge of mathematical mysteries, than he was before. 

‘The truly learned then ought not to object to our religion on 
account of its mysteries, since they cannot be ignorant, that in all 
the arts and sciences, there are an infinite number of things which 
are not Known, which cannot be known, and which are nevertheless 
very certain. With much less reason can the ignorant object to 
mysteries, since every thing is such for them, both in nature and 
grace; yet they believe what they do not understand, and would 
think others fools if they did not believe with them. 

‘It is important to bear in our minds, that the original corrup- 
tion, in which we are all born, and which sad experience would 
have convinced us of, even if Scripture had been silent on the 
subject, lias darkened our understanding, and that the fatal fruits 
of that corruption daily increases our darkness. Our minds have 
become, as it were, materialized. 1 Cor. ii, 14, 15. 

‘It is not then the fault of religion if we do not comprehend ail 
the truths which it teaches us; it is our own fault. It is true that 
religion enlightens us by the spiritual gifts which it communicates; 
but it does not encively dissipate our darkness whilst we are here 
below. «We know but ia part.’ We wrong religion when we 
impute to it obscurities which proceed only from our own igno- 
rance. We resemble jaundiced persons who can see nothing but 
in a false light. Let us say then that «the law is spiritual, but 
we are carnal;” that religion is full of light but we have very bad 
eyes. 
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Some persons regard the Socinian controversy, as the most dif- 
ficult of all. ‘hey stand before Socinus, as the Israclites in the 
preseuce of Goliah. But 1 dare assure them that he is a feeble 
enemy, Unless they look upon daring presumption as strength. 
'Cius beresiarch allows, or at least be wishes us to believe thac he 
allows, With us one common principle, which is the truth and the 
civinity of the Bible. No sooner does hie expose himself to com- 
bat on this ground, than the victery is ours; he can fight only in 
retreating. As many passages as we cite him, so many mortal 
surokes do we give him. 

«ihe sacred Scripture teaches us certain truths, in a manner 
so Clear, and precise, that we receive them with a full assurance of 
faith. Sut they so infinitely surpass our feeble comprehension, 
that if we do not sacrifice our reason to the light of iaith, we must 
exclaim, “this is a hard saying, who can hear it.” With respect 
to the holy ‘Trinity, we confess that it is the great mystery of the 
Christian religion, as incomprehensible in itseif as itis clearly re- 
vealed. In vain have bold theologians attempted tv explain it by 
philosophical ideas; they only bewilder us. We must held to the 
Bible for the explanation of what we know only by revelation. 
Though itis a false scruple not to be willing to speak of this mys- 
tery but in scriptural terms, above all when it 1s necessary to de- 
velope error Which hides itself under these terms, and twists ihem 
according to its purpose. We believe for example, that the word 
person (not in Greek, for it is equivocal, as appears by the writings 
of the fathers, nor in Latin lest we give into the Sabellian error, 
but in our own tongue and some others) is the most proper which 
we can make use of, to express that essential distinction which 
exists in the Godhead, and by which we conceive of the Father, 
Sun, and Lioly Ghost. 

“As there is no mystery so clearly established in the Bible as 
that of the Trinity, we ought to make but little difference between 
those who deny it and deists. 

«Shall we then be permitted to receive, in the same divine book, 
all that our feeble reason can conceive, and reject all which it 
cannot attain to? Ought we not to have at least as much equity as 
Socrates had for the book of a Pagan philosopher? «What 1 under- 
Stand of it, (said he,) appears to me admirable; which induces me 
to believe that what £ do not understand is still more admirable.” 

But says one, *this dogma implies a contradiction. ‘To believe 
that three are one, and that one is three, is, properly speaking, to 
believe nothing, since that is of the number of impossible things.” 

“But we deny that this is true of the doctrine of the Trinity. 
We deny that Scripture obliges us to believe that one God is three 
Gods, or that three persons are but one person. But this same 
Scripture which teaches us that there is but one God, and that there 
can be but one, teaches us also that this one God is the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. It speaks of them as of three persons; and 
though we cannot comprehend it, we can comprehend very well 
that one God in three persons, and three persons in one God is not 
a contradiction.” 








206 ixivacis from Bernard. Ma 


ty 


We know that God is all-powerful, but we cannot conceive of 
his power, nor of the manner in which he acts. We know that he 
is eternal, but we cannot conceive of his eternity. We know that 
he is every where, but we cannot conceive of his immensity, 
We know that he knows all things, the past, the present, the fu- 
ture, all which depends upon necessary causes, all which depends 
upon free causes; but we cannot explain the manner in which he 
knows allthings. Let us say then we know, that in this one God 
there are three persons, but we cannot conceive, clearly, neither 
these three persons, nor the distinction there is between them. 
Is it surprising if in an infinite and incomprehensible Being there 
are a thousand qualities that we cannot conceive? I ask Socinians, 
and all those wlom the mystery of the Trinity perplexes, if they 
can boast of the ability to comprehend all that there is in the 
Divine nature? Ifa man should dare to boast of having formed 
a perfect idea of the Divinity, no one would give himself the 
trouble to refute him, he might be shut up for a madman. 

‘If the angels, who are so much nearer to God than we, and 
who know him less imperfectly, were acquainted with our endless 
reasonings on the Deity, they would pity our weakness, our errors, 
and our ignorance as we should pity children, who before they 
could speak without lisping, should attempt to talk of things en- 
tirely above their comprehension. But would they not look with 
horror upon those rash men who measure the Eternal by the 
feeble light of their own reason? 

‘s[t is not sufficient to prove that the doctrine of the Trinity is 
true, we must go further and show-its excellence; and here I shall 
trouble myself no more with Socinians, it is to orthodox Christians 
that [ shall address myself. 

“Every man who knows himself, and has studied the Scrip- 
tures, cannot be ignorant of these three truths. 1. That he has 
offeaded an infinite Being, whose eyes are too pure to behold ini- 
quity without punishing it. 2. ‘That he has need of a Mediator 
capable of appeasing this offended and almighty Being. 3. That 
he must have the aid of infinite virtue to enable him to surmount 
the weight of his corruption and return to bis duty. 

‘Let him seek among all the creatures; let him mount to the 
heavens, let him descend to the earth, let him penetrate the abyss; 
he will find nothing that will calm his conscience, nothing that is 
worthy to appease the Divinity, nothing powerful enough to make 
him return to his duty. He will find every where but broken 
reeds which will pierce his hand, if he dares to lean on them. 

«The Gospel, the Gospel alone opens to him a living source of 
infallible remedies for all his ills; learns him that he will find, even 
in the Being whom he has offended, all that is necessary to re- 
establish him, not in the state from which he has fallen by sin, but 
ina much more excellent state, where being perfectly holy he shall 
be perfectly happy. ‘he Gospel shows us the Father who sus- 
tains the rights of Divine majesty; the Son who became man, sat- 
isfied Divine justice, and expiated our sins; the Holy Spirit whe 
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creates anew, and from children of Adam, sinful and corrupt like 
him, makes us children of God, and brothers of our Redeemer. 
Thus has this great mystery of the Trinity a visible connexion 
with our Wants. 

«sf cannot but deplore the error of some theologians, who after 
having clearly proved the Divinity of the Son of God, have dared 
to advance, that this doctrine was not essential to religion: that it 
was not necessary to know or believe, that Jesus Christ is God, 
provided he is acknowledged in his offices of Prophet, Priest and 
King. There is nothing in my opinion so monstrous as sucha 
sentiment. It is like saying toa people, your king is a real man, 
put it is of no consequence to you to know whether he is an angel, 
aman, ora beast. Be contented with Knowing that he is your 
king. 

«Let us have a holy jealousy for these important doctrines, 
which establish our faith, and which are the foundation of our 
hope.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
For the Panoplist. 


Mr. Enrtor, should the following meet your approbation, it is entirely at your dis- 
cretion. 


INTEMPERANCE. AN ALLEGORY. 


i was onee passing, very inattentively and carelessly over a dry, 
barren heath, where I met with little or nothing, that was curious 
to the eye, or entertaining to the fancy, until suddenly crossing a 
narrow morass, covered with boughs of trees, thickly interwoven 
with each other, I was ushered into a new scene of things. An 
extensive valley opened to my view, situated between two vast im, 
passable ridges of mountains, stretching forward to a distance, far 
ereater than the eye could measure. Here I fell into company with 
animmense multitude of people, who had collected for a pilgrimage 
toa remote country, the only passable way to which was in this 
valley. All appeared to have a conviction, more or less clear and 
impressive, that there was an exceedingly good country at the 
lurther end of those vast chains of mountains; and that it was the 
inost desirable thing imaginable to make a good journey and gain 
a speedy settlement in that happy region. Arrangements were, 
therefore, made, of one sort and another, to facilitate their progress 
and allay the tediousness of the journey. As I had so good an 
account, from those best skilled in the nature of enterprises, of the 
prospect there was of final success, I consented to join them, and 
Was received as a member of this great fraternity of pilgrims; 
Which gave me free access to any part of the vast congregation, or 
to any place in the extensive encampments, which were necessary, 
at diverse times, for repose and other important purposes. 

t was found convenient,that instead of being crowded and huddled 
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together, in one confused mass, they should be divided into small 
sections, or communities, resembling families, each of which had 
its own particular regulations and duties, though all were bound 
together in one general compact. This was thought to be a very 
important practical regulation, since a journey of such unknown 
length, and subject to so many unforeseen accidents and delays, 
rendered a pretty large provision necessary, and required consider- 
able dexterity and management, as well as abundance of fatigue, 
to get along the baggage, and all such things as might be wanted 
before, or at, the conclusion of the pilgrimage. Small bodies, pos- 
sessing a degree of independence, it was found, could accomplish 
more, than if the same number of individuals had been thrown 
promiscuously into the common mass. It devolved upon each of 
these little immunities, or families, under its own proper head, to 
procure the necessary stores of provision for its own maintenance 
and comfort, during the long and laborious itineration they were 
entering upon. All seemed to be of one mind, that a considerable 
stock of bread and other necessaries was indispensable. And 
scarcely any doubted the expediency of being furnished with a 
quantity of medicine to counteract diseases, that mighv arise from 
inclement weather and a sickly climate. And an opinion some- 
what general, prevailed, that a variety of cordials, suited to 
warm a cold stomach, and to inspire cheerfulness and 
courage, in some of the gloomiest and most hideous portions 
of the way, would be an excellent precaution, and contribute much 
to the pleasantness of the journey. A variety of arts were ac- 
cordingly, put in practice to humor this conceit, and a vast med- 
ley was brought forth. One admired this, and another preferred 
that, while all thought themselves happy in being able, by a draught 
as sweet as it Was momentary, to change an. hour of darkness and 
despondency into the most pleasant and joytul light. ‘This proved 
a fine opportunity for inventors, speculators, and artists, whose 
wits were soon put upon the stretch to have a supply for the gen- 
eral demand; and, in an unhappy moment, a certain kind of medi- 
cated liquor was produced, a little resembling, in its virtues and 
effects, what was usedin ancient times by such as had a familiar 
spirit, and were termed witches, or poisoners, as explained by Jose- 
phus in his Jewish Antiquities. This liquor was found, upon trial, 
to be not only a stomachic cordial, very medicinal and wholesome, 
when taken in small quantities and to rectify some real defect in 
the animal functions, and, on this account, much esteemed by all 
medical men, and other prudent, sober persons; but it had a 
strange power, when taken too freely, of producing a real dis- 
trac tion, a apparent death for a time, and, by degrees, under repeated 
doses, of effecting a complete dissolution, or separation of soul and 
body. And, what I very much regretted and bewailed, I observed, 
that though its effects were so violent and terrible, yet an appetite 
for it was not diminished bat increased very much, even to fury 
and madness; so that no consideration of pain or shame would 
deter from the most unreserved and unbounded use of it. Sufficient 
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supplies being at length procured, the company were judged 
ready to set forward; and as particular duties, as well as the com- 
mon offices of friendship and humanity, required me to pass and 
repass in various parts of the host, I had an opportunity of inspect- 
ing the plan, upon which many individuals and families conducted 
their affairs; what economy they made use of in their expenditures, 
and upon obvious premises to make up a conclusion how they 
would fare in the sequel of their journey, and what sort of prepara- 
tion they would be under to enter upon their final inheritance. [ 
was mortified to find, that so many had laid out more, in their 
preparation, fora luxurious and jovial manner of spending their 
time by the way, than for an eligible and advantageous settlement 
of themselves in the ceuntry, to which they were bound. Very 
many, L found, hada much larger stock of cordials, and especially 
of intoxicating drinks, than of food and raiment to make them 
comfortable under the vicissitudes, the hardships, and trials, to 
which they must inevitably be exposed. Such an unaccountable 
and ungovernable thirst had many for the abovementioned stimu- 
lating and bewitching liquor, that themselves and families bore 
the most piteous and distressing marks of wretchedness, in a gen- 
eral destitution of the necessaries and comforts of a pilgrimage 
state. "heir clothes were tattered, and the bodies they should 
have covered were dreadfully emaciated with hunger. All this 
misery was procured by loving the exhilarating cup to such a de- 
gree, as deliberately to purchase it with those very things which 
are most needful to the body. Such spectacles, as I passed about 
in the throng, often forced a deep involuntary sigh from my bosom, 
and produced a painful dejection of mind, until I was, for a mo- 
ment, diverted from the melancholy course of thought, into which I 
had been led, at the sudden appearance of sume endeavoring to 
proceed, but under such debility from what they had just been 
taking, at a very friendly meeting, with some pleasant associates, 
as to stagger and reel to the endangering of their own limbs, 
while another, perhaps from the same jocose and merry interview, 
was just able to keep himself erect by the help of one cr two very 
obliging friends, who could not endure to see bim wallowing 
in the dirt. Not a few, after passing through a great many such 
scenes, dragged helpless from place to place by a compassionate 
neighbor to preserve them from perishing, have, at length, become 
quite besotted and unmanned, without the power of advancing in 
their pilgrimage,but by the gratuitous help of their fellow-travellers, 

As such cases multiplied before my eyes, I wondered, I 
paused,. I pondered, I asked myself, I asked some of my serious 
and judicious companions, for an explanation of so deep a myste- 
ry: but the problem could not be solved, that pilgrims, in quest of 
a better country, should destroy themselves, under a pretence of 
making themselves more happy by the way. At length I resolved 
to make more critical and diligent search for the cause of a malady 
that was ruining so many, and, if necessary, to pursue my observa- 
sons for months and years. And the more I cast about my eyes 
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for vestiges to guide my researches, the more I saw dangers thick- 
ening on every hand. If I visited the tent of my dear friend, the 
vessel which contained the unwholesome, the death-infecting sweet, 
was unstopped, and the mouths of many, from infancy to age, 
were opened to receive it. If common employment, or common 
duty, called together a concourse, either great or small, the infatu- 
ating draught must be renewed. Nay, if a deliberative assem bly 
were convened to transact business of public concern, their wisdom 
and oratory must be aided, if not entirely produced, by the cup, 
In such a school who needs be always learning in order to become 
an adept? In short, I selected one, who had fallen a victim to his 
own thirst, and received from him the following history of his 
own seduction and ruin, 

«I was,” said he, “well born, and well educated in every thing 
gencrally deemed requisite to ornament and usefulness. I entered 


‘upon my pilgrimage under parental guardianship. In early life I 


was not taught, either by prec cpt or example, to be afraid of tast- 
ing that, which has since undone me. By degrees I acquired a 
relish for it, and, of course, for the society of those who had the 
same propensities to gratify. I soon lost sight of the object, and 
became negligent of the duties of a pilgrim; so that the confidence of 
the sober and respectable, which L once enjoyed, I found was with- 
drawn. And though the evil appeared to me great, and the cause 
of it obvious, Lwas not reclaimed. My care for every thing but 
my appetite rapidly decayed, and I became almost useless to all, 
and exceedingly troublesome to many, my nearest connexions es- 
pecially, whom I ought to provide for, to cherish and comfort. To 
be transported beyond my reason, to be fractious and turbulent, or 
to be foolish, stupid, and drowsy; has at let igth become my element. 
Such is the misery of one, who, had he sobriety and self-govern- 
ment, might hold an honorable rank among those, who are jour- 
neying towards a land of plenty, rest, and happiness. But appe- 
tite is the tyrant of my soul, and all my best interests are perishing 
through neglect.” 

Readev, if you were embarked with a company of pilgrims, 
among whom ay evil had sprung up and grown formidable, like 
what has been described, what would you do? Would you pronounce 


- it incurable and let it rage? or would you not unite hope, prayer, 


and every exertion, tucurb, and, if possible, subdue it? 


CHARITY BY CHILDREN, 


For the Panoplist. 


MR. EDITOR, 
Amone the circumstances which combine to mark the present day 
as anepoch, peculiarly auspicious to the cause, and animating to 
the friends of Zion, I beg to notice certain laudable efforts which 
have lately been made in some of our common schools. It appears 
from a number of the Panoplist for the last year, and from the last 
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report of the Connecticut Bible Society, that associations of chil- 
dren begin to stretch out their hands, and drop their little sums 
into the treasury of God. We alinost hear them‘cry, «Hosanna 
to the Son of David.” : 

Spectators of these auspicious beginnings, may we not hail this 
as “a new thing’ in the present age of wonders;——as the embryo 
of an existence Which promises, in its progress towards maturity, 
to open a full hand of blessings, and scatter them on millions «ready 
to perish.” Yet a shoot of so delicate a structure may easily fall 
a prey to the frost of neglect. Children require encouragement and 
guidanee. ‘Whe following thoughts are designed rather to provoke 
abler pens, than to exhibit the subject in its full importance. 

I. The amount of charities that may easily be coflected in our 
schools. In forming a general estimate, we select, for convenience, 
those States which have furnished the noble precedents. 

The whole population of Connecticut is 261,942. In every town, 
at convenient distances, schools are established for the accommoda- 
tion of children. One sixth of the population, on a moderate esti- 
mate, are statedly Kept at school. 

Here then are 43,657 children, Of these, if each should give 
only one cent at the close of the summer and winter schools, that is, 
two cents a year, the annual amount would be 875 dollars and 14 
cents. But these schools continue at least six months in the year. 
Now suppose every scholar should pay one cent a week during the 
time of his attendance, and at the close of the year, there would 
be collected, for charitable purposes, the astonishing sum of 11,350 
dollars and 82 cents: which is more than six times the amount of 
the last annual collection for the Connecticut Bible Society; and 
about twice the amount of the late annual collections for the Con- 
necticut Missionary Society. That this sum might be easily con- 
tributed in the schools of Connecticut is evident from the simple 
fact, that every scholar squanders usually upon useless toys more 
than one cent a week. With little self-denial they might dispense 
With superfluities in dress, or luxuries in food, to the amount 
of ten times that sum. 

In Massachusetts, the universal establishment of schools with a 
population about double to that of Connecticut, renders it equally 
easy to raise twice the specified charities. Ifeach scholar in this 
commonwealth should pay only one cent on the last day of every 
school, the annual amount would be 1,746 dollars and 28 cents: 
Wanting but $8 dollars and 97 cents of the whole amount of con- 
tributions, income of stock, &c. which was realized the last year 
by the Massachusetts Missionary Society. One cent a week from 
each scholar during his attendance, would amount to 22,700 dollars 
alinually: which is nearly double the sum raised in 1815 for the 
support of foreign missions. 

Now if we subtract one quarter of the whole on account of indi- 
Sent scholars, there may easily be raised in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut 26,538 dollars; for if each scholar contribute only twe 
cents a year, there will be 1.964 dollars and 57 cents. 
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This computation is sufficient to show, that the schools in the 
United States, in a manner so casy and almost imperceptible, are 
capable of raising for objects of charity and benevolence, a greater 
sum than is now raised by the several charitable societies in the 
Union. | 

If. ‘The means to be used for the attainment of so important an 
object. 

1. Let the ministers of the Gospel use their influence, in the 
pulpit and in the family. 

2. Let parents take a lively interest in laying before their chil- 
dren the deplorable situation of millions of heathen children, who 
grow up without schools, without Bibles, without decent clothing, 
without once hearing of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, 
Let them talk till the tears begin to run down their tender cheeks, 
and their heaving bosoms find vent in protestations like these; **we 
will send them some of our toy-money;” “the poor heathen shall 
have part.” 

3. Let the instructors of schools second ministerial and parental 
effort: or, as the case may be, let them take the lead in the good 
work. Nor need they hesitate to employ their influence in a cause 
which the kings and princes and nobles of Europe think it an 
honour to promote. 

4, Let a society be formed in every school, the voluntary mem- 
bers of which may respectively pay. from one cent a week down to 
one cent aseason, according to ability or disposition. ‘This L un- 
derstand to be the adopted mode in those schools which have led 
the way. And incase of apprehended collision of religious senti- 
inents, let there be a stipulation to place all the money raised, under 
the control of the American Bible Society. 

III. Some motives to the use of these means. 

Besides the obvious motives of duty to God and our suffering 
brethren of the human race; besides the incalculable benefit to 
those who might thus be furnished with the Gospel; I would par- 
ticularize a few important effects upon the children themselves. 

1. The rapid expansion of their minds. They will become fa- 
miliar with distant, extensive, and populous countries. They will 
hear, and think, and talk, much about the deplorable situation of 
the heathen. ‘The tone of their minds will rise. And while they 
are affected by the gress ignorance and vice of so many children 
of the human family, they will of course be led to put a higher 
estimate on the superior privileges of their own land. 

2. The early exercise of some of the noblest principles of our 
nature. Compassion, in all her fine sensibilities, will twine around 
their throbbing hearts; and the hand which now opens to pour 
blessings on the distant and unseen sufferer, will ever be ready to 
wipe the tear from the eye of weeping humanity. Generosity will 
commence a Juxurious growth, and secure to the giver no less than 
to the receiver, a rich harvest of the fruits of paradise. The force 
of habit is proverbial. Who then would not encourage in the 
young, the habits of mercy and liberality! 
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5. The practice recommended will oppose no small barrier to 
ihe follies and irregularities of children. It will inculcate self- 
denial and a prudent use of their little stores. It will lessen their 
extravagant desires, divert them from dangerous pastime, and 
promote useful industry. Facts show, that objects of this nature 
give a noble and astonishing turn to the mind and to the conduct 
even of children. 

And is it too much to expect, that children who direct their at- 
tention to the art of doing good, will imbibe those principles, and 
form those habits, which afford the best security against a vicious 
and scandalous manhood; which highly promote the social virtues; 
which often, through the sanctifying grace of God, are followed 
with a blessed immortality. 

These are some of the motives to a faithful use of means in ex- 
citing. the children of America to send Bibles, and ministers, and 
schoolmasters, and all the blessings of Christianity, to the hapless 
children of Asia and Africa. 

Let all who are praying with up-lifted hands for the enlargement 
of Jerusalem ask themselves, in what way, with equal facility, a 
revenue of equal magnitude may probably be raised for Jesus 
Christ. 

Children of America, yours is a happy lot. You need not wait 
to grow up before you commence the business of sending relief to 
your fellow creatures. Your charities shall be safely conveyed— 
heathen children shall call you blessed. ‘T'o you it belongs to set a 
glorious example to the generations that shall come after you. 
That Savior who once took little children in bis arms and blessed 
them—that Savior who heard with so much approbation the 
‘syoung hosannas” in the temple, now invites you to pity the mil- 
lions of your age, who never heard his name. ‘They are wretched 
—they have no books—no sabbaths—no schools; many of them 
wander through the streets from day to day, hungry, and naked, 
and friendless: a dreadful eternity is before them; but they know 
it not: there is no deliverer near, Can you not spare them a little? 
Wiil you not ask your parents to tell you how to save, or how to 
curn one cent every week that they are pleased to send you to 
school? If they are very good perhaps they will give it you. Will 
you not talk with each other about poor heathen children? and 
agree to give them something? Think what Christ has done to save 
you; and can you do nothing to save others? One Bible that you 
may purchase with sixty cents, only two cents apiece in a school 
of thirty scholars,—this one Bible may carry the Gospel to a 
Whole school of a hundred scholars, among the heathen. And 
who knows but it will save them all from hell? They stretch out 
their hands for help—to you, dear children of this highly favored 


— they look, they call earnestly and piteously. Can you deny 
them? [, 
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REFLECTIONS OCCASIONED BY READING THE PREFACE Iy 
THE PANOPLIST FOR DECEMBER 1816. 


“No Christian has any excuse for being ignorant of the great 
things, which distinguish the present day.” 

—And yet how many remain ignorant. How many never look 
into those publications, which regularly bring tidings to gladden 
the Christian’s heart. In this day of exertion, how many are en- 
chained by ignorance and prejudice. 

Shall we feel indifferent to the errors of members in the same 
church? Is it not a duty to attempt the removal of their errors? 
Facts pour in from every quarter of the globe to demonstrate the 
utility, the importance, of the various societies for doing good—and 
shall one Christian condemn them? Shall one remain so sadly ig- 
norant as to be imposed upon by the strange chimeras, which, 
from time to time, are circulated against every society, or associa- 
tion for beneficent purposes?—Let the cold bosom be warmed with 
‘6a visit to Iceland.” Let youthful readers turn from fiction to be 
affected with more interesting realities. See the tearful group, 
listening to the New Testament in the sweet valley of Eynfiord, 
But, we need not leave American shores to witness the great good 
effected by Bible, and other benevolent, societies. 

If we duly read those periodical publications, which come en- 
riched with religious intelligence, we shall find much to animate, 
much to encourage us in every exertion to do good. We shall see 
what has been, what, with the blessing of Sieur en, may be effected, 


‘Eastern Java there 
‘Kneels with the native of the farthest west, 
“And Ethiopia spreads abroad the hand, aud worships.” 


Z. 


« 


tor the Panoplist. 


ON GAZING IN TIME OF PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


Mr. Epiror, 
Sir, ‘There is one evil practice prevailing, which I have for some 
time past wished to see noticed in your useful publication. It is 
the unbecoming habit of gazing about in time of prayer, in the 
house of God, and other places of worship. 

Is prayer a part of divine worship in which no one but the 
speaker is interested? If so, why do the congregation, or family 
at the commencement of the service, alter their position, or rise 
from their seats? But can they be called worshippers, who do not 
join in that solemn exercise? When a person is appointed by a 
body of people, to represent them at any court, whether at home 
or in some foreign country, it is expected that he speak the voice 
of the people; or when a person presents a petition to court, and 
employs some one whom he thinks more capable than himself, to 
express his case, with propriety of language, it is expected that he 
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not only be present at the opening of the court, but that he listen 
attentively to know whether his case is clearly represented, and 
fairly stated; but should we suppose that he felt interested in the 
case, if he stood idly gazing at every object that came within his 
notice, and did not even know what the speaker was saying? Whew 
a public speaker is addressing the throne of grace, cither ina 
public assembly, or in a family, is he not the mouth of all who are 
assembled on the occasion? But when they stand looking upon every 
trifling object around them, can we suppose that their minds, and 
hearts are engaged in the solemn act of addressing the heart- 
searching God: in confessing those sins which they have a real- 
izing sense of having committed against the holy law of God, in 
praising him for those unnumbered mercies they have received 
from Him, and supplicating blessings for themselves and others? 
Any one who has watched the motions of his heart, must be sensi- 
ble how liabie his thoughts are to wander, when professedly en- 
gaged in acts of devotion either in public, or in private, even when 
the eyes are most strictly guarded from beholding surrounding 
objects. How then can it be expected that the thoughts can be 
suitably fixed and solemnly composed for the important duty of ad- 
dressing the eternal Jehovah, and holding communion with Him, 
before whose eyes all things are naked, and open, when their eyes 
are gazing on every object, and turning around to see every one 
who passes the street? 3 

Should these thoughts, (which have been suggested by one who 
has been awfully guilty of the evil, here brought into view, but 
entertains hope of having obtained mercy of the Lord to reform 
from this indecent, impious practice,) be perused by any who have 
indulged themselves in this unbecoming habit, may they be led 
seriously to consider that they are not only provoking God, but 
wounding their own souls by pretending to worship a heart search- 
ing God while their eyes are, like the fool’s, roving to the ends of 
the earth. 

A Friend to decency, and solemnity in the worship of Jehovah. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE REY. COTTON MATHER. 


(Continued from p. 114.) 


Lorn’s DAY, May 25, 1712. My errands to the table of the Lord 
were these. First, giving thanks to the gracious God, for planting 
me in his house. I did what I could, with a consenting soul, 
that I might be united unto the glorious Jesus, as the root from 
Whence J expected all saving influences. I then considered my 
Jesus, as purchasing, and as dispensing, the grace that should 
cause me to flourish in the house of God. And so I went on to 
specify the particular articles, wherein I requested of him, and 
relied on him, to make me flourish there; especially, in the con- 
tinual exercise of grace; and in writing those things that will 
he abiding fruits among his people, 
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Next, I beheld the blood of my glorious Jesus, as purchasing 
all needful grace for me; and I discerned, that I needed abun- 
dance of grace in regard of my relations, conditions, temptations, 
employments, and the services that were expected from me. } 
took the sacred cup, as a pledge of that grace; and then I sighed 
unto the Lord my expectations of it. But I singled out especially 
two points, wherein I wished that I might be supplied with it. 
First, grace to prosecute the religious and excellent education of my 
family. Secondly, grace not only to contrive exquisite methods 
of piety, but also to perform them; and to execute the precious 
resolutions, which from time to time I am led unto. 

2. G. D. The next addition to the evening sacrifices in my 
family I propose to be, a recitation to be made by the several 
children of the Body of Divinity Versified. Whereof, £ would still 
open and apply a distich at a time, till we are got through it. 

3. G. D. I have some kinsmen in the indian | Service, and would 
animate them to study and contrive all the ways imaginable for the 
promotion of Christianity among the Indians. 

4, G. D. I may have an opportunity with the ministers of the 
province, at their convention, to do many services of an extended 
consequences Among others, this may be one; to make them ap- 
prised of the condition of religion, and of the church abroad in 
the world. Another shall be, to awaken in them a concern to 
rescue our frontiers from the vices that strangely grow upon them. 

7. G. D. I find myself still at some times exceedingly defective in 
this one point; when some sort of troublesome occurrences arise, 
especially in the foolish and froward humors of discontented people, 
I cannot sufficiently preserve that sedate and serene and com- 
fortable frame of mind, which belongs unto the «peace of God.” 
{ would fain grow more expert at the piety, whereof I find in my- 
self such deficiency. I would particularly thus exercise it. On 
any trouble that arises, I would presently find out, and fly to, a 
promise in the covenant of God, that may answer unto it. I 
would behold the blessed Jesus, as purchasing for me all the good 
of that promise; and as being able from the throne of God where- 
on he sits, attended with the hosts of heav en, to accomplish it all. 
{ would then cast upon him all the care of a good issue to the 
trouble; and also Jook up unto him to quiet and compose my mind, 
and give me that rest which he has promised unto them that come 
unto him. 

May 2. 2.G.D. My children which go to school have their 
holidays. ‘These holidays devoted entireiy to play, have a tend- 
ency to deprave their minds and bring a sickly frame upon them. 
{I would therefore, when these holidays arrive, take special care 
that they learn some good thing in the morning at home, and (such 
of them as are able to do it) Write something that I shall assign 
them, for their instruction and improvement in piety. 

7. G. D. As TF would look back on the books I have hereto- 
fore published, with solicitous endeavors, that my heart and life 
may be conformed unto all the maxims of piety, which [ inculcate 
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upon other people; so whatever I now publish, { would with much 
attention peruse and ponder every article of it, and compare my- 
self with it, and be exceedingly solicitous that nothing I have 
writien may prove my own condemnation. 

1. G. D. My book of Pastoral Desires is now got through the 
press. And now, with many and ardent cries to the glorious Lord 
for his assistance, | would set myself to visit all the families of 
the numerous flock; and with all possible solemnity dispense the 
suitable admonitions of piety unto all sorts of persons in them; 
and then leave the book in each of the families, with my request, 
that every person therein may peruse it, and partake of his own 
portion in it. | 

2. G. D. My son Increase is now so forward, that I may main- 
tain my daily discourse with him, wholly in the Latin tongue. 
Such a practice, taken up, would be of great use to both of us. 

3. G. D. Some circumstances in the state of my sister A—’s 
health, oblige me to treat her with some singular essays of prepara- 
tion for the heavenly world; which I will now endeavor accord- 
ingly. 

1. GD. In visiting the families of the flock, I would particu- 
larly insist on these points of inquiry and instruction. First, the 
grand concern of getting into good terms with heaven, by speedy 
repentance, and thorough conversion. Secondly, the family sac- 
rifice as well as the religion uf the closet. Thirdly, the education 
of the children. Fourthly, the best way of spending the Lord’s 
day evening. Many other subjects will occur, as I see occasion; 
especially this; what affliction they meet with, and what good they 
get by it. And I would not be discouraged by any bad usage in 
the flock, from going through my duty and overcoming evil with 
good. 

2. G. D. Inculcating on my children the methods by which they 
are to get into good terms with heaven, I would pathetically man- 
age this argument with them. Doubtless I am quickly to die and 
leave them; and I must leave them in an ungrateful and barbar- 
ous world, where my testimonies for piety have procured me many 
enemies: if then they have not God for their friend, if their Sa- 


vior be not singularly concerned for their welfare, what will 
become of them? 


(June 20. The author set apart a fast, as was his custom on every Friday precedin 
the monthly communion, in which he again specially notices the murmurs which 


arisen in consequence of setting up new pews in the meeting-house, which now seem te 
have been very loud, and unreasonably aimed against him.) 


7. G. D. This morning mg mind runs much on the vast conse- 
quence of my assuring a claim to the character of an Cvercomer. 
So I resolved on the most explicit methods of listing myself under 
the banner and conduct of my admirable Savior, and of obtainin 
his assistances for all my encounters. But it was herewithal' my 
resolution also, to keep a watchful eye on all my sinful inclina- 
tions, and suppress ayd subdue them still in all their tendencies; 


particularly, sloth, pride, lust, wrath, envy, and worldly-minded: 
Von. XIE. a8 . 
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ness. And it was my resolution watchfully to mind all the temp- 
tations that may be offered me, to desert my good cause, or be. 
friend any evil one; and to reject with abhorrence all the motions 
of the tempter tome. O, Captain of my salvation, do thou.make 
me a conqueror and more than a conqueror! 

1. G. D. Considering the evil frame in many of the flock, and 
the great want of brotherly love among them, I think I may do 
well to play on David's harp unto them, and preach them as en- 
gaging a sermon as I can on Rom. xii, 10. And at the same time 
sect a winning example before them, and give a description of pas- 
toral love unto them, in such strains, that the consciences of the 
hearers will tell them, it is no other than what they have seen ex- 
emplified unto them. I would also bring them unto the Lord's ta- 
ble as a love feast; and make it an awakening occasion to throw 
away all sour leaven from among them. 

June 30. 2. G. D. It will be a parental fidelity in me towards 
my children, to consider what are those errors of the wicked, and 
false opinions in religion, which they may be in any danger here- 
after to be led away withal; and in the most exquisite methods to 
instruct them, and arm them, and warn them, against those paths 
of the destroyer. In the Saturday evenings, | may have an op- 
portunity to go through the catalogue of the errors which are at 
this day prevailing in the world, 

4. G. D. | would greatly unite my studies with some gentlemen 
to invent methods for the defending the College from corruption, 
and the rendering of it useful to the churches, and the instilling of 
good principles into the minds of the students there. 

6. G. D. ‘The godly minister of Quoboag is in mean and low 
circumstances. It will be a good work to comfort him in his dan- 
gerous and difficult circumstances. I will not only myself dis- 
pense relief unto him, but also procure some from others. A young 
man, a stranger and a captive, is this week dying here. Not only 
my visits but my disbursements are needful on thts occasion; and 
my letters of comfort unto his parents. 

7. G. D. My gracious and glorious Lord, in answer to my impor- 
tunate cries unto him, has given me a sweet satisfaction of mind in 
his truth, concerning three eternal Persons in his infinite Godhead; 
and a victory over temptations to Arianism, which have hideously 
assaulted and harassed my mind. By way of thankfulness to the 
Lord, L would now practically, more than ever, converse with that 
mystery, in my daily supplications and dependencies; and study 
ways also to strengthen my brethren. 

1. G. D. I lately declared in a sermon, that God would speedily 
take some of our young men, and make them dreadful examples 
of his wrath, and hang them up in chains for all the congregation 
of Israel to tremble at. And the last Lord’s day I declared, that 
I lived in a daily and a trembling expectation of what the Lord 
would speedily do apon some among them. And lo, this last week, 
it is come to pass. A knot of our poor young men, are detected 
in horrid burglaries. They are brought out, and are become 
fearful exaniples of sin and punishment. I would make this an 
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occasion, and it is indeed a very pungent one, to renew my warn- 
ings unto the rising generation. 

5. G. D. On the occasion of the late robberies and outrages 
committed by our children, as I would myself make a seasonable 
and agreeable discourse at the lecture, so 1 would stir up other 
ministers, to bear their testimanies, and warn the young people of 
the town against the way of transgressors. 

7. G. D. Ll must carefully examine my large library, and see 
whether 1 may have lying there any books unduly detained from 
the true owners of them, and make a speedy restitution. It is 
what L have been newly pressing in the public exhortations. 

July 12. Oh! what shall Ll render unto my glorious Lord! How 
shall [ love him, and praise him, and serve him! He deals marvel- 
lously with me. He will go on, after an astonishing manner, to 
make use of me in service for him. I had nothing that lay ready 
to be published and dispersed among the people of God. 1 thought, 
my glorious Lord will provide work for me, and such pieces of 
work as I have not the least foresight of. So it falls out. A 
number of wicked young men in the town, have made themselveg 
a band of robbers. The holy God has discovered them. The 
town and land is full of discourses on the occasion. It furnishes 
me with an opportunity to speak some things of great import- 
ance unto the manners of the people, and especially te dispense 
admonitions of piety to our young people, and solemn and pun- 
gent warnings against the courses of dishonesty, A vast assem- 
bly came together at the lecture. I prepared for it under the con- 
duct of God, and his good Angel, in all the circumstances of my 
study. I enjoyed a mighty assistance in the preaching of it; the 
word of God came with a mighty energy. The next day, a book- 
seller, from whom 1 little expected such a matter, asked me for a 
copy of the sermon. So it goes to the press, under this title: «A 
‘True Surety and Report of the Road; the wrong way wherein 
men tranagress the rules of honesty proved an hard way.” 

July 12—13. I attended something of a vigil. I put up 
nocturnal cries unto the Lord from the dust, in which I lay pros- 
trate before him. I glorified him with raptures, for the satisfac- 
tion he had given me in the knowledge of his name; in that he 
had satisfied mein the mystery of three persons in one God, the 
united fountain of all good. I chose him even such a God, for 
my God. 1 begged this favor of him, that I may be employed 
in publishing the praises of his glorious Christ unto the world, 

(To be continued.) 


REVIEWS, 


é 
C. Memoirs of the life of Mrs. Abigail Waters; who died in Boston, No- 
vember 22d, 1816, in the 96th year of herage. To whichis firefixed, the 
sermon fireached on occasion of her death. By Josxua Huntincron, 
Pastor of the Old South Church, Boston; Samuel T. Armstrong, 18mo. 
1817. pp. 180. Price, 62 1-2 cents. 


Tne reader of these memoirs will doubtless regret, with their au- 
thor, the scantiness of his materials. Mrs. Waters left behind her 
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no manuscripts, from which the reader may independently judge 
of her mental endowments and acquisitions, or the exercises of 
her heart. Her early letters have passed away with the compan, 
ions of her youth; the private writings, which related her experi- 
ence in the first periods of her life of faith, were cestroyed by her, 
several years since, in a season of melancholy; and from that 
period tu her death, being prevented by defect of sight from using 
the pen, she recorded nothing, save by her animated and impres- 
sive conversation, and on the living tablet of the hearts of her 
acquaintance. 

The subject of these memoirs, however, is not exhibited to us as 
an object of admiration for striking qualities of mind or uncom, 
mon incidents of life; but as a precious example of faith in an 
aged disciple of Jesus; and we therefore less deplore such a loss, 
Specimens of her earlier compositions might interest us in tracing 
the progress of her mind and religious feelings; but the ample 
sketch of her exercises in her last illness, drawn chiefly from con- 
versations with the author in his pastoral visits, introduces us fully 
to an acquaintance with her in her advanced age; and it is her piety, 
as viewed at this period, which is peculiarly worthy of record. 

To us, we confess, it is extremely interesting to contemplate 
the last hours of one who had so long and so ardently followed ber 
Savior. Extreme age, like extreme youth, imparts peculiar inter- 
est to the exercises of piety. ‘The child consecrating its infant 
faculties to Jehovah, affords resistless testimony to the truth, 
Equally demonstrative of the power of religion is the Christian 
experience of one who, like Mrs. Waters, has passed through the 
vicissitudes of along life in the service of Christ; who, having 
survived the companions of her youth and standing up in the midst 
of a new generation, contemplating, as from the height of Pis- 
gah, the fair prospect of an immortal inheritance, and lookin 
back on the trials of the wilderness that is past, can bear her 
cheerful testimonies for the Savior: «There is one whom I can 
trust. I have found him faithful for nearly eighty years; and he 
is the same ‘tyesterday, to day, and for ever.” ” 

The sermon of Mr. H, prefixed to the memoirs, treats of the 
blessedness of those who die inthe Lord; and in describing the event 
of dying in the Lord, guards explicitly against those deceitful 
supports, on which many in that trying scene rest the safety of 
their souls, The first half of the memoirs, is occupied in detail- 
ing the history of the life of Mrs. W., and closes with describing 
several traits of her character; the remainder, gives at length a 
description of her exercises in her last illness, taken from her 
conversations, Which were very full, ardent, and heavenly. Saving 
some minor inaccuracies, the volume before us is well executed; 
and its subject is such as should secure it an extensive perusal. 

At the early age of seven, Mrs. W., then Miss Dawes, was first 
the subject of serious impressions. They were produced, while 
hearing Dr. Cotton Mather preach from the words, “Is not my 
word like as a fire? and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
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ieces?”” Her attention was particularly aroused by the manner in 
which the Dr., after a solemn pause in the midst of his discourse, 
put the interrogation to the assembly; «Is there any one present. 
wiio has a heart like a rock?” She felt the rock within. Her con- 
yvictions continued from that time, reviving and decaying at inter- 
vals, till she was sixteen, when, considering herself a subject of 
saving conversion, she united herself with the South Church in 
Boston, Feb. 8th, 1736. But the world was still her idol; and 
in 1740, when Whitefield first came to Boston, she could join the 
gay in making him a subject of merriment. She attended one of 
his discourses, however, and was so deeply impressed while hear- 
ing it, with the inconsistency between her profession and her 
worldly life, as to resilve to lead a better. But the resolution was 
taken in her own strength, and she became, as she herself stated, 
«a perfect Pharisee.”” From the slumbers of self-righteousness, 
she was ete long awaked by the pungent preaching of the Rev. 
Gilbert ‘Tennent. She was thrown into extreme distress by the 
clear discoveries she had of herself as a condemned and helpless 
sinner; but the Lord, who intended mercy by this revelation of 
her guilt, soon appeared for her effectual relief. Experience, so 
deep and thorough, at the commencement of her religious course, 
laid the foundation for that eminent holiness which she maintained 
through life, the fruits of which she bore so conspicuously in hoary 
age. 
“We shall not give an account of her life, for that would be to 
attempt an abridgement of the work before us, rather than a re- 
views; but shall close with quoting one or two specimens of her 
conversation. They cannot indeed have their proper effect, when 
thus detached from the story; but they may evince that the doc- 
trines of grace, which are so exalting to God and humiliating to 
sinners, form the true and immoveable basis of Christian exercises. 
The experience of years does but increase the interest felt in 
these doctrines; and evinces them to be sources of joy inexhausti- 
ble in their nature. 


“I saidto Mrs. Waters, “you have none of those fears, by which Mrs. 
——— was so much in bondage.” “No,” she replied, “I am free from them; 
but still, Iam not without my fears. I havea dreadfully deceitful heart. 
I dare not trust that, a moment. But there is one whom I can trust. Ihave 
found him faithful for nearly eighty years; and he is “the same yesterday, 
to day, and for ever.” Ina few moments after, she broke forth ina strain 
like this:—O! what astonishing condescension in the Holy God, to take up 
his residence in such a polluted heart as mine! Where is there another such 
an unworthy wretch as lam! I have dwelt all my life in Goshen, and yet 
how unprofitable I have been! O! if it were not for the blood, and interces- 
sion of the Blessed Jesus, I must perish for ever! Thanks, everlasting thanks 
to God, for his unspeakable gift!” ”’ pp. 112, 113. 


“““O! my dear friend, the Lord is very gracious to me. He makes all my 
bed in my sickness. He gives the sweetest manifestations of his favor tom 
soul. I know, yes, I know,in whom] have believed. Jehovah-Jesus has 
become my salvation. He shed his precious blood to wash away my sins; 
and as a proof that his offering is accepted in the court of heaven, he sends 
down the Comforter into my heart. ’Tis the price of blood—the blood not 








| ganneres for his people in his heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O merciful 
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of bulls and goats, but of the Lamb of God. It is the earnest of heaven 
“the pledge of joys to come.” Rejoice with me—pray for me; and help me ty 
present my poor petitions and thanksgivings before the throne. How is the 
dear church? Next sabbath they are to sup with Christ at his table. Blesseq 
privilege! May his fruit be sweet to their taste. I have no expectation of 
uniting with them in that ordinance again. But I trust I feed continually 
upon the hidden manna—the bread which cometh down from Heaven, gf 
which if a man eat he shall never die.” ” pp. 120, 121. 


“«“T hope,” said she, as I took my seat by her side, “that you have iad a 
good day—a day of the right-hand of the Most High. Jt has been a preciou; 
season to my soul—a season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. | 
have been all day at the cross of Jesus, sleeping and waking. Oh! when 
shall I see him as he is; and by seeing him, be changed into the same imag: 

“On being asked if she longed for a dismission from the body, she answer. 
ed, “I long to be where God would have me, and what God would have me, 
I long to have no will of my own—to be swallowed up in the Divine will, | 
have infinite reason to rejoice in the government of God. I do rejoice in it: 
and I will rejoice in it, whatever becomes of me.” Being about to offer a 
prayer for her, she requested me to pray, that she might be enabled to hon- 
or God—to honor him in life, and in death—to recommend Immanuel and 
his religion with her latest breath, to all around her. ‘lhe family informed 
me, that she calied them all up into her chamber the day before, that they 
might unite with her, in praising and glorifying God forhis mercy. “TI have 
been my dears,”’ said she tothem, “upon Pisgah. Ihave had a view of the 
kand of promise. I want the tongue of Gabriel. O! if I had the tongues oi 
a thousand Gabriels, I should be unable to expresg, what I have seen and 
felt.” ? pp. 124, 125. 


““T find you madam,” said I, “once more, among the living.” “Yes,” 
was her reply, ‘‘and among the living I hope to be found, when these eye: 
are closed in death: for Christ liveth in me; and because he lives, for ever 
lives, I shall Jive also—live to behold his glory, and to be satished with his 
likeness. I hope I shail be willing to wait God’s time, and to suffer God’: 
will. I believe that lam. God early called me by his grace; and since that 
never to be forgotten season, though I have been visited with many trials, | 
have never been left to murmur against him. And shall I begin now, whe 
he is thus kindly disengaging me from the world, and letting me down 
gently to the grave? O! no. I do rejoice that the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigns—that I am in his hand, as the clay is in the hand of the potter. He 
can dq no wrong; and all that he does is for the best.” Appearing to be 
exhausted with talking, one of the family put a glass of wine to her lips, 
requesting her todrink it. ‘‘Let me take it in my own hands,” said she, ex: 
tencing one of her arms and raising herself upen the elbow of the other. 
Then rolling her almost sightless eyeballs towards heaven, she said, “as! 
now take this natural wine, for the nourishment of my poor decaying body, 
sO may my soul be etcrnally refreshed with that new-wine, which Jesus has 


vior, and grant the same blessing to us all, amen.” ” . 128, 129. 
§ , 


“The morning of the day which prececed her Geath, she called the fam: 
ily around her bed; and gave to each her parting blessing and advice, suite‘ 
to their respective ages, relations, and employments. Entering her chambe! 
soon after, I found her very low, but perfectly sensible; waiting, and longin: 
for her change. “Where,” she would exclaim, ‘tis my dear Redeemer?— 


Where is he whom my soul loveth?—Where is the Lord my righteousness’— 
Let him come; let me hear the sound of his chariot wheels. Haste, haste, & 
my beloved, and come away. Come, take me to thyself. O how I long‘ 
see thee as thou art!—to awake in thy likeness!—to abide in thy embrace 
Having paused to recover breath, she attempted to sing; but so feeble W 
her voice, and so indistinct her utterance, that nearlv the whole of whats)’ 
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: said was lost. After this, she raised her hands from her breast, and prayed, 


breathing out, as was.evident from what little could be understood, the most 
fervent desires for release from the body; not that she might be delivered 
from pain, for she appeared wholly free from that, but that she might enjoy 
the immediate vision of her Lord.” 

“The evening of the same day, she spoke but little; and that little, hardly 
intelligible. Two or three times however, she uttered in feeble, broken ac- 
cents—“The promised land.” And once was heard to say, “Heis faithful 
who hath promised.” Blessed saint! she was not now, where she had so 
often been before, on the top of Pisgah; ‘‘beholding the land afar off:’’ but 
on the very banks of Jordan. For scarcely had another sun descended from 
the western sky, ere her feet were planted on the opposite shore; where the 
faltering expression of desire and hope, was changed to the full song of vic- 
tory and triumph.” 

“The last words she uttered were—‘‘Open to me the gates, that I may 
enter in!” And hardly had the sound of them died upon the ear of her 
surrounding friends, when the heavens had received her out of their 
sight.” pp. 153, 154, 155. 


CI. Letters concerning the filan of salvation,as deduced from the Scrip- 
tures; addressed to the members of the Presbyterian church, Spring 
Street, New York. By Marruew La RvE PERRINE, A. M. 


Tue relation subsisting between a minister and his people, is one 
of solemn interest. While the consequences of this relation to 
them, are great and eternal, to him, they are equally important. 
When duly considered, they fill his mind with an habitual solicitude 
which nothing can extinguish, and which can be rendered tolera- 
ble only by an active, and laborious discharge of duty. ‘This so- 
licitude, while it prompts the minister to diligence in his sacred 
calling, leads him also to a minute and careful survey of the ne- 
cessities of his flock. His great object is to lead them to Christ, 
to happiness, and glory. When he finds them steadily pursuing 
this course, he “lives.” When he finds them wancering, or in 
trouble, his sorrow is great, and would become excessive, had he 
not the prospect of affording relief. 

Such seem to have been the feelings of tle author of these 
Letters. He loved his flock. He watched over their interests, 
With an anxious concern for their welfare. In one of his excur- 
sions to survey their situation, he learned that some of them were 
distressed. They had been told, that they followed «a guide, who 
denied the doctrine of salvation by grace alone.” Not having heard 
him for a sufficient period to determine for themselves, and perhaps 
not well understanding the connexion of divine truth, they partly 
believed it. With these views, we are not surprised at.their alarm. 
To those who have any sense of the value of their salvation, the 
suspicion, that they may be conducted wrong, is calculated to 
awaken deep solicitude. 

‘‘What shall I do to remove their suspicion and distress?” After 
due consideration he was convinced that he ought to «state, plainly 
and unequivocally,” his views of the truth of God concerning 
the plan of salvation. He then invites his people te retire with 
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him, and «‘examine the way of life as made known in the Gospel 
of Christ.” In what manner he does it, he shall tell. 

«But here let us dismiss our accusers; and Q! jet us dismiss 
every disorderly and every prejudiced feeling from our minds,” 
«sLet us not be vain, selfish, proud, and resentful in our present 
employment. We may be assured, that with such feelings, we 
had better be engaged in any other work, than in examining the 
awful subject of the way in which guilty creatures are to be saved 
by a holy and righteous God.” 

He commences his examination with a lucid statement of the 
object in view, which is to show, that the salvation of the Gospel 
is wholly by grace: that the atonement, forgiveness, sanctification, 
and eternal life are gifts of God, purely, and equally gracious, 
In fine, that every spiritual blessing, received by fallen man, is of 
free favor, neither merited, nor purchased. 

He attempts to establish the point, that all spiritual blessings 
flow through the atonement of Christ. In the discussion of this 
point, he confines himself to Scripture, and maintains, that not 
only forgiveness, but every Christian grace is imparted through 
the mediation of Christ. Of course, the consolations, as they all 
originate in the exercise of these graces, flow from the same 
source. When we review the declarations of Scripture, which he 
has cited in proof of this sentiment, we cannot but think the senti- 
ment fully established. While, like our author, we would be far 
fram denouncing the oppusite sentiment as fundamental error, and 
while we recognize, with great respect and veneration, the talents, 
learning, and piety, of some who have adopted it, still, we can- 
nct but think it unsupported by the word of God. The general 
instruction of Scripture, leads us to Christ, as the grand medium, 
through which every blessing received by fallea men, is conveyed. 
He is our Prophet, our Priest, and our King. God has «predes- 
tinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Uhrist to himself.” 
«Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wis- 
dom, aud righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 

Were there any blessings included in the penalty of the law?— 
‘sin the day that thou catest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Was 
then this curse executed in its full extent on the day of transgres- 
sion? ‘The transgressors experienced spiritual death. But this is 
not all, and by some supposed to be no part, of the death included 
in the penalty annexed to disobedience. The curse was then, at 
least in part, suspended. And was not this suspension a blessing? 
a blessing which the threatening did not warrant them to expect, 
and which mere sovereignty could not have given in the face of 
Jaw? a blessing therefore which could not have been dispensed, 
except with reference to the atonement of Christ? 

But if forgiveness be all that is accomplished by the atonement, 
then God might, without the atonement, have given repentance, 
submission, and with them entire conformity to the law. But the 
happiness which would result from the exercise of these graces, 
and this conformity, would ill comport with the displeasure of 
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God. very exercise of holiness, is an act of communion with 
God. While God views man as his eneray, and his character 
hateful, he can never commune with hin; can never look upon him 
with complacency. * 

If it be said that these blessings cquld not have been conferred 
without an expedient for forgiveness, then it appears that these 
blessings are dependencies of the atonement. It is true that the 
atonement immediately effected nothing but the support of the di- 
vine law; but since other blessings could not have been conferred, 
had not this prepared the way for forgiveness, it is equally proper 
to consider these as the fruit of Christ’s death, as forgiveness it- 
self. If then forgiveness is imparted for Christ’s sake, and re- 

entance, submission, or joy, depend on forgiveness, they are as 
really, though not as immediately, on his account, or for his sake. 

Mr. P. proves, in a very clear and satisfactory manner, that it 
was not the object of the atonement to render God merciful, as he 
necessarily possesses this disposition. He rejects that idea of the 
atonement, which gives it the complexion of a commercial transac- 
tion. On this subject, his work deserves particular attention. He 
was educated in this scheme, and waded through a labyrinth of 
difliculties, before he emerged from its darkness. The idea of a 
transfer of guilt, he has well exposed as unscriptural, as destruc- 
tive of salvation by grace, and as sanctioning the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation. 

He considers the atonement as ‘‘opening the way fer God fo act 
out the benevolence of his heart, in delivering from sin and death, 
and in raising to holiness and life, as many of our fallen race as 
shall comport with a due manifestation of his holiness and justice.” 
The death of Christ opened this way by supporting the law. After 
a correct statement of the reasons why an atonement was neces- 
sary, he proves that Christ accomplished this object by his death, 
His arguments to support this view of the atenement are scrip- 
tural, and, we think, unanswerable. 

When he had gone through a train of arguments to shew that 
Christ supported the honor of the divine government by sup- 
porting the law, and when we were convinced that in this the 
whole work of atonement consisted, we were not a little surprised — 
to learn that he considered this as a part only of the work. He 
considers the work of Christ as inclining the Father to save as 
many as is consistent with the claims of his holiness and justice; 
and considers this effect of the work as a branch of the atone- 
ment. ‘The Lord Jesus Uhrist,” he says, «having, by his obe- 
dience unto the death, opened the way for the infinite God to act 
out the benevolence of his heart, his sacrifice becomes a sweet- 
smelling savor to the Father; yea, the Father, in consequence of 
it, is inclined, as it were, from new motives to save as many as the 
honor of his character, and the glory of his government will ad- 
mit.” All this we readily perceive. But is this a constituent 
branch of the atonement, indispensable to its existence, or is it rath- 
era consequence flowing from the atonement itself? Let us recer 

Vor. XIIEt. 30 
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to the author. In the above quotation, he informs us, that Christ 
has, by his death, opened the way for God to exercise the benevo. 
lence which he already possessed. Having done this, his sacrifice 
becomes a sweet-smelling savor tor the Father, in consequence of 
which, he is inclined, from new motives to save sinners. It seems 
the way is opened for the exercise of mercy, and this fact furnishes 
an additional reason for its exercise. The Father is originally 
henevolent, and when it is consistent, he will exercise this benevo- 
lence in the salvation of men. Is this benevolence, which inclined 
him to save men, a part of the atonement? Jn this the atonement 
originated. Other motives are found in the atonement itself, which 
also incline God to save sinners. Are these a part of the atone- 
ment? As well might we call that benevolence of God, in which 
the work of Christ originated, a part of the work itself, as to call 
that inclination of the Father to saye, which springs from the work 
of Christ effected, a part of the work. Both of these are motives 
with the Father to save sinners, and we see not why one, as well as 
the other, may not be deemed a part of the atonement. Had it 
been the professed design of the author to shew the eflicacy of the 
atonement in the redemption of man, or its connexion with the in- 
tercession of Christ, he had done well; but when applied to the 
point he intended to establish, if we do not much mistake, his 
further examination will pronounce his arguments insufficient. 

He next proceeds to shew that our salvation through the atone- 
ment is from first to last by grace; and finds no difficulty in estab- 
lishing that, which, with any other view of the atonement, cannot 
be established, 

His Letters on Faith are truly excellent. He refutes error, and 
establishes truth with perspicuity and force. The excellence of his 
remarks, shewing in what the influence of faith in our salvation 
consists, we have seldom seen surpassed. We must be indulged 
with making a short extract, which will give a general outline of 
his views on this subject. 


“What he requires of men; in order to salvation, must answer, in its place, 
the very same end which the atonement of Christ answered in its place. 
That is, it must show, that while he saves any, he still loves his law, and is 


gnalterably resolved te suffort its authority. Could God have saved men, 


without doing any thing to support the authority of his law, he would not 
have given his Son to die; and if he required his Son to die, in order to sup- 
port the anthority of his iaw, while he opened the way of salvation, he must, 


for the same reason, require those who are saved to respect and honor his 
law.” 


His observations on the view he has taken of the atonement, are 
appropriate and solemn. On the whole, we think ministers will 
find the book a valuable addition to their libraries, and Chris- 
tians, full of instruction on the ground of tieir salvation. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Extracts from a letter, written by Messrs. Hall and Newell to the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, dated Bombay, July 12, 1816, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
On the 6th inst. we wrote you a joint letter, and what we send now,we 
commit to the care of capt. Austin, of the ship Fawn, who before he 
returns to America, expects to go to Calcutta, after stopping at sev- 
eral intermediate perts, so that our next letters will probably reach 
you as soon as this. We do not therefore think it neccssary to write 
much at present. We send you our Journal up to the present 
time, with the emission of some such parts as we have before com- 
municated in our frequent letters to you. We have included in 
brackets such things as we think there are special objections to as 


nicated tothe Board. We send you a trunk containing several books, 
&c. They are principally an Arabic Bible and Testamenty a Tamul 
Bible, a Mahratta Testament, parts of the Scriptures in Hindostanee, 
our translation of Matthew’s Gospel, the Coran, Arabic and Persian 
grammars, an English and Persian dictionary; and with few excep- 
tions, these were all presented to us by different persons in this 
country. Should missionaries be going to Arabia, or Persia, some of 
these books might help to prepare them for those fields. You have 
observed the liberty which we have taken, repeatedly, in recommend- 
ing these and other fields to the consideration of the Board. We 
have eften felt a delicacy and embarrassment in doing this, lest you 
should think that we assumingly transcend our proper limits. But 
on the whole we cannot but believe, that you would wish to have us 
feel perfectly free and unrestrained in our communications to you, 
especially on such subjects. 
Respectfully and faithfully, 


. 
a 
| articles to be published, though they may with propriety be commu- 
4 
; 
5 
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Yours, G. Hatt. 
Rev. S. Worcester, D. D. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MESSRS. HALL AND NEWELL. 


May 13th, 1815. Removed to the house we took yesterday. Our 
native school was immediately resumed and our meetings removed 
to our own house, which is much more favorable for the object and 
convenient for ourselves. But as we had previously rented a room 
fora year for the accommodation of our meetings, (having every 
reason at the time to suppose that we should need it so long;) we 
were obliged to pay the rent for the whole year, though we had oe- 
cupied it but about one third of the year. 

July 4th. Heard of the ratification of the treaty of peace between 
Great Britain and the United States. 

This intelligence was particularly rejoicing to our hearts. The 
horrors of war are terminated; our beloved country is again blessed 
with peace. The blood of our countrymen ceases to flew. For ever 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 
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The tidings were peculiarly grateful to us, because the termination 
of the war has removed what the Board and some of our private 
friends seemed to think, an almost insuperable obstacle to their 
communications with us, and because it also has removed the obsta- 
cle in the way of cur brethren’s coming oute We may now there- 
fore expect both letters and missionaries. 

July 18th. Received a very long leer from Mr. S. Mills, giving 
an interesting account of the tour of himself and Mr. Schermerhorn 
to New Orleans and back; the formation of Bible Societies, &c. At 
the same time we received a letter from Dr. Worcester acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of ours of March 17, 1813, lamenting that they were 
shut up by the war, and were not able to communicate with us—and 
Stating their expectation of sending to India before another winter, 
brethren, Richards, Warren, Meigs, and Poor, and the wish of more 
to come forward. 

August 9th. Sent a large packet to the care of Dr. Carey for 
America. This packet contained our journal from the time of our 
arrival in the country, several manuscripts and papers and a large 
number of letters. We sent them with the expectation that Ameri- 
can ships would be at Calcutta to take the packet direct to America. 
_ The same day we were greatly rejoiced by the arrival of three mis- 
sionaries from the London Society, Messrs. Skinner, Fyvie, and 
Thomson, and the wives of the two last. By them brother Newell 
received a lettcr from Dr. Woods. They also brought several peri- 
odical publications, reports. &c. which gave us much interesting in- 
formation. In them we sawa part of the Report of the Board for 
4814. These brethren have arrived with a license from the Compa- 
ny, which was most easily obtained. They will be exempt from all 
those difficulties through which we have been led. Mr. Thomson is 
to proceed to Malacca, with the expectation of joining Messrs. Mor- 
rison and Mijne who have found it expedient to leave China, as we 
have been informed. The other two are destined to Surat. 

Sept. (0th Mr. Skinner and Mr. and Mrs. Fyvie came to our house 
to make their abode with us during their stay in Bombay. 

We here observe that onthe 22d of August Mr. Thomson em- 
barked for the Prince of Wales’ Island. The preceding sabbath we 
all, together with several other friends, surrounded the tabie of our 
Common Lord. We have had much intercourse with these brethren, 
which has greatly endeared them to us, as men of piety, and as able 
and worthy fellow-laborers in the vineyard of our Divine Master. 
They have kindly presented us with a volume containing all the Re- 
ports of their Society, and several other pamphlets and books, and 
we are encouraged to expect more things of this kind ina similar 
way. Our three brethren have all taken their turn in the preaching, 
which we have in our own house, and their sermons have been truly 
edifying and refreshing to us. Messrs. Fyvie and Skinner are from 
Scotland, and Mr. Thomson is from Holland. 

iith, Mr. Skinner took his leave ef us and embarked for Surat, 
but Mr. Fyvie on account of the situation of Mrs. F. will remain 
sometime longer at Bombay. 

Oct. 26th. Receiveda letter from Mr. Evarts of April 17, 1815. 
in it he mentions the glorious revivals of religion in Princeton and 
Yale colleges. 
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Nov. 8th. Mr. Fyvie and his wife left us to proceed to Surat. 
Their residence with us has greatly endeared them to us, and pecu- 
liarly interested us in the success of their mission. 

20th. Our school is gredually increasing. At present it consists 
of about 25 boys. We say about, because they are so irregular in 
their attendance that they are never ail present at the same time. 
We feel the school to be a heavy, though not an unpleasant burden. 
We extremely regret, that we have so little prospect of soon finding 
a suitable person to be employed as an assistant, who might relieve 
us from the principal burden of instruction. We now spend about 
five hours in the school daily, dividing the time between us. We en- 
deavor so to employ the boys in teaching each other, as to allow us 
to pursue our own studies during a considerable part of the time that 
we spend in the school. 

Dec. 13th. To day, we commenced a charity school under the in- 
struction of a Brahmin, whom we are to pay 15 rupees per month, 
and at the rate of one rupee to eight boys for all above 30 who may 
be in the school. To day there were 13 boys. 

3ist. We are now brought to the close of another year. The Lord 
has done great things for us whereof we are glad; and it becomes us 
to record his goodness with gratitude and praise, and to confess that 
we are less than the least of all his mercies. We have not merely 
the ordinary mercies of God to acknowledge, but also the extraordi- 
nary interpositions of his providence in favor of our mission, which 
deserve to be perpetually engraven on our hearts. In times of dark- 
ness he has caused light to spring up, and in times of trial and af- 
fliction he has been our consolation. 

With respect to the quiet establishment of our mission here, the 
Lord has exceeded our most sanguine expectation, Notwithstanding 
the very peculiar circumstances, which at different times seemed in 
human yiew, to render our settlement here utterly hopeless, still we 
are now settled here with full permission to pursue our work in this 
very important field. These are the Lord’s doings, it is marvellous 
in our eyes—blessed be the name of the Lord. 

We have been blessed inthe study of the language and manners 
of the heathen, and we have been enabled to make su much progress, 
that they may now daily hear from us in their own language the won- 
derful works of God. We can now say, that we preach Christ to 
hundreds of them every week. But how long it will please God to 
withhold his converting grace, and thus to try our humility, our pa- 
tience, and our faith, we cannot know- But this we know, that “we 
shall reap in due time, if we faint not.” 

We have translated Matthew’s Gospel, a considerable part of the 
other three gospels, the three first chapters of Genesis, and several 
Other portions of Scripture. We have also translated a short cate- 
chism, and prepared several tracts; of the latter we have several 
copies which we are constantly lending about among the people. 
And we regret extremely that we have but so distant a prospect of 
commencing the printing of Scripture tracts. 

Our English school contains about twenty-five boys. Though 
Christianity is not taught derect/y in the school, yet we trust that the 
manner in which it is taught will convey to the minds of the youth 
auch moral instruction, as will powerfully tend to undermine their 
superstitions and lead them to a knowledge of the true God, 
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In the school under the native teacher, who is a Brahmin, there 
are about twenty-five boys. 

Thus we close the year with much to encourage us. But te go 
forward with nothing but encouragement is not the lot of missiona. 
ries. The year has not passed by without its trials. But among them 
all, none has been so severe, as the great breach which has been 
made upon our little number, by the removal of brother Nott from 
our mission. But itis our consolation, that it has been done by that 
God, who loves Zion with everlasting love, and whe in no instance 
will ever fail to do that, which will best subserve the interests of his 
church. 

Next to this trial is the great fear we have that a suitable number 
of missionaries will not be seasonably provided for this vast harvest. 
Our daily prayer to the great Lord of the harvest is, that he would 
send forth more laborers into his harvest. 

Our preaching in English is for the present suspended. We can- 
not call this a discouragement. A number of circumstances united 
in producing this change. And this we cannot but remark took place 
just atthe time we were wishing to spend our sabbaths among the 
heathen, where we could preach to ten times the number, but which 
we could not well do while our English preaching was continued. 
Thus it pleased Providence to furnish us with a small number 
to preach to in our own language until we were prepared to 
preach to a far greater number, in the language of the heathen. We 
think it not improbable however, that circumstances may again be 
such as to render it expedient to resume the preaching in English. 
If our establishment should be enlarged by the addition of several 
other missionaries with families, we should be a little congregation 
of ourselves, and it would be expedient for our own edification and 
improvement to have social worship and preaching as formerly in 
English. 

January Sth, 1816. We have now acquired so much knowledge 
of the native language as te be able to communicate our ideas to the 
people with considerable facility. We cannot expect immediately a 
regular assembly at a stated place of worship. But while we indulge 
the pleasing hope of licreafter seeing such a congregation, we must, 
in the mean time, instruct the people in such dispersed and varied 
situations, as we may find themin. Indeed the people can hardly be 
said to have any regularity in the practice of their own religion. 
Their religion may be resolved, in general, into two kinds, viz. fri- 
vate and fiudlic. Vheir private or domestic religion consists princi- 
pally of ablutions performed morning and evening, either by affusion 
or by bathing in tanks and rivers, and cither more or less regularly 
according to their leisure and dcyotion. These ablutions are accom- 
panied by other acts of devotion, which are little else than “vain repe- 
titions” of the innumerable names of their innumerable gods. In 
their houses they worship before images or some object which they 
denominate their deity. By far the most common among their house- 
hold gods is Mahadave, who is worshipped under the form of the 


Ling. This image, engraved on stone, is placed under the shade of 


a shia, which by attentive watering is made to grow in an earthen 
jar or a tub, elevated a yard or two trom the ground, immediately in 
front of the house. Hence what is cailed their private worship is in 
Fact public, being openly performed by the side of the highway. 
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Their public worship consists of their reading assemblies, their 
preaching assemblies, and their ¢emfle worship. In the reading as- 
semblies there is no regularity as to time or manner. A neighbor- 


hood larger or smaller, invite one of their own number whe may be 


able to read, or some other person to read and expound to them a 
certain book. Besides these more common reading meetings, there 
are persons who make it their principal business to read their reli- 
gious books to the people. They fix their own time; and choose 
their own place, which is generally in their temples or in buildings 
attached tothem. The people come and go, and contribute for the 
emolument of the reader as they please. 

Their freaching assemblies are much the same. The preachers, 
or story teliers, as their original name signifies, are of no particular 
cast. Sometimes they are invited to a performance by a neighbor- 
hood who fix up a covering for the assembly in the high way; and 
sometimes they are invited by individuals to private houses, But 
usually the preachers fix the time and the place of their performance 
as they please, and collect as many people and as much money as their 
talents, and eloquence can command. A very few of these preachers 
are females. The common subject of their preaching, of course, 
are the legends of their gods. | 

As to their temple worship, “their idols are wind and confusion,’’ 
Their temples are small, perhaps from four to twelve or fifteen feet 
square, and not at all designed for social worship. Where the tem- 
ples are much larger than this, they are divided into various apart- 
ments which are appropriated to different deities. The front part of 
the building usually consists of a portico; immediately back of the 
portico is a square room, and back of all is a sort of dark, secret aparts 
ment in which the idol is placed. The Brahmins attached to the 
temples officiate alternately near the idol, and each one takes, for 
himself, ali the offerings which are made tothe image during his 
time of service. The people come to worship, individually, without 
the least concert; and they announce their approach by ringing bells, 
a number of which are suspended in the portico in front of the idol.. 
They take their leave of the idol inthe same way. And as the peo- 
ple, in the evening more especially, are constantly going and coming, 
the ringing of bells added to the beating of drums, the clang of trum- 
pets, and gabbling of the people, most impressively shews the gods 


of the heathen to be gods, not of order, but of confusion. 
(To be continued.) 


NEW HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue Society held its fifteenth annual meeting at Concord, 19th Sept. 
last. From the Report of the Trust¢es it appears, that during the 
year ending at that day, ten missionaries had been employed by the 
society, the amount of whose services would be equal to the constant 
labors of five missionaries; and that 169 volumes and upwards of 
6,000 pamphlets were distributed among the reading circles. 

Mr. Coe performed a mission of 32 weeks in Farmington, Milton, 
Ossipee, Alton, Wolfeborough, and Brookfield. He preached 124 
sermons; beside attending 12 religious meetings. He made 13 
visits at schools; administered special ordinances; caiechised young 
People; and made 549 family visits. Mr. Cae notes some things 











232 New Hampshire Missionary Society. May; 


encouraging, and some discouraging. Ossipee is so large as to have 
ten school districts; but they have no preacher. Though there is ap 
incorporated Congregational society, they are for the most part indi. 
gent, and have no public property to aid in the support of the Gospel. 

“In some towns,” he writes in kis journal, “while little is done for 
the support of the Gospel, some friendly disciples appear, who pro. 
vide for and encourage missionaries: and many lament their deplora. 
ble state. Missionary labors here have been blessed, as the means of 
bringing some to the knowledge of the truth; of removing a variety 
of prejudices; and of confirming many in the faith of Christ. Mis. 
sionaries are received with such cordiality, and prospect of good, 
that one is led to wish that, if it were possible, ne could be ina 
number of towns ai the same time, especially on the Sabbath; and he 
longs to visit more families than he is able to visit.” 

Mr. Coe performed a mission also of 12 weeks in Sandwich and 
Alton; and speaks of preaching to full and attentive audiences. 

Mr. Hovey performed a missionary tour of O weeks on the Went. 
werth station. Inthis tour he preached 64 sermons, attended 10 con- 
ferences, made 100 family visits, visited $ schools, attended 2 church 
mee” ‘es, one ordination, and administered special ordinances. 

In. ¥6cond tour ot 8 weeks, in the upper part of Haverhill, Mr. 
Hovey preached 41 se:1mons, administered the holy supper twice, 
baptised 12 children, attended 7 conferences, and made 60 family 
visits. The church, and some regular people, are disposed to do all 
in their power, for the support of the Gospel. They have engaged 
to the Missionary Society $48. 

Mr. Fisher fulfilled three different appointments which he received 
from the society. In his first mission of 12 weeks, on the Canaan 
station, he labored in Canaan, Springfield, Enfieid, Grafton, Orange, 
and Dorchester. He preached 86 sermons, visited schools, adminis- 
tered special ordinances, and made 317 family visits. He says, 
“Meetings have been well attended; the friends of Zion seem to have 
been refreshed; and they have manifested joy and gratitude. I have 
been treated with great hospitality and kindness. The peonle have 
greatly endeared themselves to me in this field of labor.” Mr. Fisher 
remarks, “Perhaps a missionary may perform important service, in 
addition to his usual services, by conversing with heads ot families 
upon bouks suitable for them to purchase; putting into their hands a 
catalogue of most useful religious family books, that they may pur- 
¢hase them, or some of them, as they may be able, and find oppor- 
tunity.” 

Mr. Fisher performed a second mission of 12 weeks, on the New 
Chester station. In this term, he preached 57 sermons, attended 5 
other religious meetings, visited 12 schools, and made 344 family 
visits. He says, “I have been treated very kindly on this mission. 
But sad are the effects of sectarian errors, and unbelief.” 

Mr. Fisher’s last mission of 15 weeks, was on the Canaan station- 
This mission he speaks of as very interesting. He preached 107 
times, attended 5 church meetings, administered the Lord’s supper 
4 times, baptised 24 persons, admitted 6 into the church in Canaan 
and i2 in Springfield, attended 27 cuatechisings and one conference; 
and made 500 tamily visits. Mr. Fisher remarks, that God has 
pleaded his own Cause, and greatly refreshed souls. 
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Mr. Spofford performed a mission of 12 weeks, on the New-Ches- 
ter station. He preached 44 times, visited 11 schools, 8 sick persons, 
and 140 families. He says, “Meetings on Lord’s days were gener- 
ally well attended. Butlectures on week days were very thin.” He 
remarks, “Sectarian influence, aceording to the best information I 
can obtain, is far less extensive now, in this region, than when mis- 
sionaries were first sent hither.” 

Mr. Burge labored 25 weeks on the Farmington station. He 
preached 148 sermons, made 526 family visits, visited 20 schools, 
and administered special ordinances. He remarks, “I was cordial- 
ly received, and treated with hospitality. I have not witnessed 
any special revival of religion; but the attention of the people to di- 
vine things, I think I may say, is much increased. I had twice the 
number cf hearers, toward the close of my mission, that I had when 
] first came into the region.” The worst thing missionaries have to 
encounter, he says, is indifference to all religion; a most natural and 
unhappy fruit of sectarian errors. 

Mr. Harlow performed a mission of 12 weeks, on the Goshen sta- 
tion. He observes,“The people generally were attentive to religious 
instruction. ] have been received with cordiality in all families where 
] have visited.” bat 

Mr. Corser preached 13 weeks, on the Colebrook station. He 
states that there is, in that region, an increasing desire to hear 
orthodox preaching. In Colebrook he had crowded assemblies. 
A desire to enjoy the stated ministration of the Gospel has 
become so great in that region, as to excite a pretty general 
interest and concern. Just before he left them, the men of five 
towns had a general meeting, to adopt some measure for the support 
of the Gospel. They issued subscription papers, and soon obtained 
350 dollars a year, as a salary, toa man who should settle in Cole- 
brook, and pay some attention to the neighboring towns. There isa 
church in Colebrook, which appears to be much awake: and much 
tenderness has appeared in their assemblies. Some new subjects 
have of Jate expressed deep concern for their souls. 

Rey. John Willard performed a mission of 6 weeks in Dalton. 
While laboring there, Mr. W. collected a church, and administered 
special ordinances where a regular church never before existed. 
He induced the people there to engage to maintain public worship 
on Lerd’s days, when they have no preaching. 

Rey. Mr. Rolle performed a mission of 5 weeks, on the New-Ches- 
ter statron. Mr. Rolfe observes, that the public meetings he attended 
would average one a day, during the term of his mission. And he 
catechised youth, visited schools, administered the sacrament once in 
Danbury, and once in New-Chester. He assisted in examining and 
admitting to the church 6 persons in the latter place. He baptised 
2 adults, and 25 children; and visited from house to house. He says, 
“The prospects seem promising, especially in New-Chester. Within 
afew weeks there are, in this place, evident tokens of a work of 
grace. The church is encouraged and animated. Last spring it had 
but two members. Now it has thirteen. And itis expected it will soon 
consist of more than twentys as a number think of coming forward.” 

Rev. Mr. Goddard has performed a mission of 25 weeks. He 
preached in the North Parish of Haverhill, in Lyman, Concord, Lit- 


‘leton, anda few other towns. He preached 157 sermons, attended! 
Vou. XILF. 30 
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3Y conferences, 12 funerals, 6 concerts of prayer, 2 prayer meetings 
for baptised children, visited 22 schools, administered the Lord’s 

supper 15 times, admitted into churches 19 new members, baptised 9 
adults and 45 children, attended church meetings, aided in the organ. 
ization of a church in Dalton, and distributed Bibles, Testaments, and 
Tracts. His accounts of Dalton, as are those given by Mr. Willard, 
are very favorable. The newly formed church there, with others, 
maintains public worship, conferences, and concerts of Drapes even 
when they have no preaching. The people generally attend public 
worship: and there appears among them a spirit of inquiry. 

“In Littleton,” he writes, “the appearance is more favorable than 
at any former time. The people there have just completed a very 
commodious meeting house. The church have recently had some 
additions; and others are anxiousiy inquiring.” 

Mr. Little performed a mission of 48 weeks at Bethel. But his 
journal had not been received by the Trustees. 


The annual Receipts amounted to - - $2,807 98 
Do. Expenditures - - ° - 2,381 05 
Balance in the Treasury . = - $3,485 39 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


April 4, 1817. From Javenis for the translations, His 
A contribution in the first Congregational ——— in Hartford, (Ver ) by Mr. 

S. T. Armstrong, - 20 00 
From associated females in Worwieh, (Vv er.) part of their annual 

contribution, - “ 2 00———-22 00 
From the Female Cent Society i in St. Albans, (Ver.) by Horace Sema Esq. 12 00 
5. From the Female Cent Society in Concord, (Ver. 5 50 
From Mrs. Susan Cummings, of Alb: any, (Maine, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, 3 00 
7. From the Female Cent Society in Hingham, y Miss Rachel Ripley, 12 50 
8. From-the Heathen’s Friend Society in Rochester, a Miss stope Haskel, 

Treasurer, - 12 32 
9. From the male and fernsie associations in Salisbury, (N. H. ) by the Rev. 

Thomas Worcester, - - 31 33 
10. Contributed at the monthly prayer-meeting in wusterengn, in March 

andApel, by Mr. Everett, - - - 6 25 
12. From an ufiknown person, by the Rev. John Andrews, of Newburyport, 5 U0 
From Col. Shepard Leach, of Easton, Mass. - : 60 U0 
14. From an individual in Danville, ny for the translations, by the Rev. 

C. Wright, - : il 54 
From two ladies in Water bury, (¥er.) for do. - 1 50 
From individuals in Waterbury, a contribution for do. - 9 50 
To make even change, - 16——22 50 
16. From the Plympton Branch of the Heathens s Friend Society, by Mrs. 

Mary Dexter, the water, - - - 12 OU 
From a lady by do. - 1 00——15 00 
17. From the Female Charitable Society ir in Rootstown, (Obie, ) by the Rev. 

Simeon Woodruff, - 4 50 
18. From the New York Missionary Society for Foreign and Domestic 

Missions, by Miss Rebecca Leggett, Treasurer, 23 00 


19. From the following sources, by the Rev. Lathrop Thomson, of South- 
old, (L. 1.) viz. 











A congregation in Wading mene, - - 4 16 
do in Old Man’s, : : - 15 52 
do in Oyster ponds, ° . - ° 5 09 
A new year’s prayer meeting at Southold - . 10 71 
The Mattituck Female Society in aid of Foreign Missions, 7 00 
A recently admitted member of said. Society, - - 2 52 





Carried forward, $45 00 $437 90 
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Brought forward, $45 00 $437 90 
5 00———50 00 





From —=- Helms, Esq. Mss! - ef 
From dea. John Ashley, of West Springfield, by Mr. Howard, 60 00 
09, From Mr. 8. T. ee as the remaining clear profits on the 5th 

edition of Memoirs of Mr's. Newell, - - r 76 50 
25, From a lady in Brookiine, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, . 3 36 
30. From the Female Cent Society in Lancaster, (N. H.) by Mrs. Olive 

Willard, - - - - . 15 33 

F643 v9 
THE SCHOOL FUND. 

April 4, 1817. From the associations of males and females in Hopkinton, 

(N. HL.) by the Rev. Ethaa Smith, - . - $400 
From Mrs. Ellea Chase, - . . . 1 00——35 00 
From Romeo Hoyt, a child of six years old, as a semi-annual payment for the 

education of a heathen child, to be named Komxo Hoyt, - 15 00 
s. A collectionin Mr. Thomson’s schoal, Rochester, ° 3 68 
Frem three small children, - ~ . fn EY 
10. From a friend at Hamilton College, by Mr. Otis Rockwood, 3 8 
14. From the Associations in both parishes of Boscawen, (N. H.) by the 

Rev. Ebenezer Price, - - ‘ P 27 
15. From the Female Association in Francestown, (N. H.) by Deborah 

Starrett, for the Bombay Schools, . ° e 6 00 
From the Gentlemen’s Association in the same town, by Mr. 

Moses Fisher, jun. - . ° 18 55 
Do. do. ° i 7 46 
From the Association in Salisbury, by Mr Samuel Nye, - 18 70———43 71 
17. From a number of ladies in Boston, by Miss Mary Perry, for the edu- 

cation of a heathen child, to be named Craupius Bucuanan, 30 00 


From the Female Charitable Society in Wethersfield, (Ver.) by Mrs. Sarah 
Hall, remitted by Dea. Coolidge, - - . 6 14 
From Josiah Hawley, jun. - - - 50-——=6 64 
19. From the Female Mite Society, and the Juvenile Mite Society of 
Augusta, (Me.) a semi-annual payment for the education of a heathen 
child, in the family of our missionaries at Bombay, to be named Samvuer 
NEWELL, - - - - - - 15 00 
29. From females, who are members of the Rev. Dr. Morse’s church in 
Charlestown, toward the edueation of a heathen child, to be named after 





the Treasurer of the Board, - - - - 15 25 

30. From Miss Spaulding’s school, of Lynn, from five Misses, the avails 
of their labor, - - - - - 2 25 
242 53 


Total Donations in April, 4885 62 


HINDGO COLLEGE AT CALCUTTA, 


From a Caleutta paper.* 


A proposat for establishing a seminary within this city, for the lib- 
eral education of Hindoo children, has already been noticed by some 
of our fellow journalists. The plan which embraces, in the first place, 
instruction in the Bengalee and English languages, has obtained the 
sanction of the learned pundits and wealthy inhabitants of Calcutta, 
and promises, when duly matured, to be very beneficial to the intel- 
lectual and moral habits of the native population. We understand 
that eighty thousand rupees have been already subscribed, towards 
defraying the expenses of constructing a proper building, and of other 
preliminary arrangements. It is however to be feared, that unless 


. The article-was transmitted to us, by the missionaries at Bombay, in a manuscript 
of a fair and legible hand, to which they annex the following note: 

“Copied by a son of a distinguished Hindoo physician. The boy has been in our 
school some time, and is now studying both English and Latin.” 
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the sum collected be sufficient to clear the expenditure from the ip. 
terest on the eapital, or some other means be devised for obtaining q 
certain and permancnt revenue, the establishment will, notwithstand. 
ing the auspicious circumstances in which it commences, run the risk 
a@f sinking under the obstacles which generally oppose themselves to 
infant institutions. A. 

Since the preceding remarks went to press, the following gratify. 
ing account of the proceedings at the meeting of Tuesday, has been 
handed to us. 

Ata general meeting of the principal Hindoo inhabitants of the 
town and vicinity of Calcutta, held this day at the house of the hon. 
orable the Chief Justice, for the purpose of taking into further con. 
sideration the institution of a College for the national education of 
Hindoo children. 

If WAS RESOLVED, !st. That an Institution, for this purpose be 
established, and that it be called The Hindoo College of Calcutta, 

Sd. That the Governor General and the members of the Supreme 
Council for the time being, be requested to accept the office of Pat. 
rons of this Institution. 

3d. That the honorable the Chief Justice be requested to accept 
the office of President of the said Institution. 

4th. That a committee be appointed for this purpose. Several 
persons were nominated. 

5th. That the languages to be taught in the college, the age, terms 
of admission, and all other details, be left to the consideration of the 
gentlemen, who have been requested to form the committee; and 
who are further requested to prepare a plan for the same, to be laid 
before a general meeting , 

6th. That Joseph Barretto, Esq. be requested to accept the office 
of Treasurer, and to collect the subscriptions. 

7th. That a meeting of the gentlemen, who have been requested 
to form the committee, be held at the house of the honorable Chief 
Justice, on Monday the twenty-seventh day of May. 

Calcutta, May 23, 1816. 


Since the preceding communication was received, we have seen the 
Christian Observer of February last, which gives the following more 
recent intelligence respecting the college. The Hindoo College, at 
Calcutta, is in a state of progress. Its president is Sir Edward East, 
and its vice-president J. H. Harington, Esq. Its primary object is the 
tuitzon of the sons of respectable Hindoos in the English and Indian 
janguages, and in the literature and sciences of Europe. Only 60,000 
rupees had heen subscribed for the erection ot the college, on the 
6th June last. The number of students contemplated was two 
hundred.” 


JEWS. 


Tur following list of the numberof Jews im the towns and countries of Europe and 
Asia, in whch they are now most numerous, is collected from documents recently 
published. 


In six districts of Poland, 20,090. In Germany, 299,000. In Konigsburg and Dant- 


zie in Prussia, 1,600. In Hungary, 75,500. Galticia, 80,000. In Constantinople, 80 ot 
90,U09. In Salonica, 12,000. In Aleppo, 5,000. Rome, 9.909, Leghorn, more that 
15,000. Bohemia, 46,000; and in Moravia, 27,000 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


Tue frst Anniversary of this important National Institution was eclebrated in New 
York on Thursday the 8th instant, in the large reom of Washington Hall. 

The venerable President of the Society having been prevented by ill health from at- 
tending, the senior Vice President, present, Gen. Matthew Clarkson, took the chair, at 
i1 o’clock, A. M. 

Previously to entering on the business of the day, the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, at the re- 
guest of the presiding officer, read the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah. 

The Key. Secretary for Domestic Correspondence then read a letter from the Hon. 
Elias Boudinot, the President, mentioning his great regret that his state of health put it 
out of his power to attend the meeting, and expressing his warm and unabating attach- 
ment to the Institution, with his most ardent prayers tor its success. Letters were also 
read from the following Vice-Presidents of the Society: Hon. John Jay, of Bedtord, N. 
Y.; His Excellenev John Cotton Smith, of Connecticut; Hon. Bushrod Washington, of 
Virginia; Hon. Judge Tilghman, of Pennsylvania; Hon. S. Thompson, Chief Justice of 
the state of New-York; and from his Excellency Daniel D. ‘Tompkins, Vice-President of 
the United States,—all apologizing for their unavoidable absence from the meeting, and 
testifying their most decided and cordial approbation of the Society, and expressing their 
tervent wishes for tts prosperity. 

The Rev. Secretary then read the Annual Report of the Boardof Managers. 

After the reading of the Report was finished, the following resolutions were passed 
unanimously: 

ist. On motion of the Rev. W. Hill, President of the Frederick County Bible Society, 
(Virg.) seconded by James Buchanan, Esq. the British Consul residing at New-York, 

Reso.vep, That the Report now read be adopted, and that it be printed under the 
direction of the Board of Managers. 

2d. On motion of Mr. John Griscom, member of the Society of Friends, seconded by 
the Rev. Francis Heron, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

Reso.vev, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to the President of this So- 
ciety, for his zealous and persevering efforts to form this institution and promote its 
mterests. 

3d. On motion of the Rev. Dr. Blatchford, of Lansingburg, N. Y. seconded by the 
Hon. Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, 

Resotven, ‘That the thanks of this meeting be presented tothe Vice-Presidents for 
their patronage and support, and the Treasurer and Secretaries for their services during 
the last vear. 

4th. On motion of the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, of N. Y. and seconded by the Rev. Joshua 
L. Wilson, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Rrsotvep, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to the Board of Managers, 
for their exertions in conducting the business of the Society. 

5th. On motion of Willian Jay, Esq. of Bedford, West Chester County, seconded by 
Mr. Thomas Eddy, of the Society ot Friends, 

Resotvep, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, for their early and decided approbation of the institution of 
this Society, expressed in their narrative of the state of Religion within their bounds, 

6th. On motion of Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. of Charlestown, Mass. seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Feltus of N. Y. 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the numerous Auxiliar 
a Societies, for their exertions to promote the object, and augment the funds of this 

nstitution. 
_/th. On motion of Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Princeton, :.nd seconded by Hon. A. 
Kirkpatrick, Chief Justice of the State of New-Jersey, , 

_Resotvep, That the thanks of the Meeting be given to those congregations and indi- 
viduals who have constituted their Pastors members for life of this Society. 

8th. On motion ot Joshua M. Wallace, Esq. of Burlington, New-Jersey, and seconded 
by the Rev. Mr. Hart, of Stonington, Connecticut, 

Resotvep, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to all those individuals and 
Societies who have contributed to the funds of this Institution. 

Several of the gentlemen, who moved and seconded the above resolutions, supported 
them by highly animating and appropriate addresses; which, while they evinced the deep 
mterest felt by the speakers in the grand object which had, on this occasion, convened 
persons of opposite political sentiments, and of almost every religious denomination, from 
different and distant parts of the country, were also calculated to inspire their hearers 
with the most delightful sensations, in the view of the prosperity that, under the smiles 
6 a gracious Providence, had already attended the exertions made to promote this great 
and beneficent undertaking, and of the bright prospects of its future usefulness. 
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OBITUARY. 
Mr. EprTor, 


Ihave observed that scarcely any part of your valuable miscellany has been more inter. 
esting or more useful, than the sketches of the lives and the deaths of persons distin. 
guished for piety, which it has contained. By these sketches some have been excited 
to give attention to their own spiritual interests, and others have been greatly quickened 
and animated in their Christian course. Hence I have ventured to transmit to you the 
following narrative, which you will publish or suppress, as you may think proper. }j 

you shall deem it worthy of a place in the Panophist, and it shall be the means of spir. 
itual good to any of your numerous readers, L shall consider myself amply compensated 
for the trouble of preparing it. 


Diep at Tolland, (Con.) on the 12th of Dec. last, Mrs. ErisaBetu ELonepes, wife of 
William Eldredge, Esq. 

Mrs. Eldredge was born at Groton, (Con.) Dec. 1, 1771. She was a daughter of Capt. 
Elijah Avery, who, for a season, during the revolutionasy war, had command of fort 
Griswold in the town of Groton. At the time of the memorable attack made on this 
fort by the British troops under the direction of Arnold, Capt. Avery was slain by 
the enemy. During life he was esteemed a very worthy and useful man. His daughter, 
the subject of the present memoir, enjoyed the advantages of an early religious educa. 
tion, but it is not known that she experienced any special impressions of a serious nature, 
till subsequently to the time of her marriage. ‘This took place in the year 1794. After 
this the state of her mind was, for the most part, sober and thoughtful; at times also did 
she manifest great concern for the salvation of her soul. She did tfot however experi- 
ence any abiding impressions on this subject, till sometime in the year 1808. During 
this year she was called to witness the sickness and death of her surviving parent. This 
dispensation of Providence was the meaus of powerfully exciting her attention to her 
spiritual interests. She became deeply sensible of her native depravity, and of her lost 
and perishing condition as a sinner. With very little interruption, this continued to be 
the state of her mind, for the space of two years. She was the subject cf pungent con- 
viction and of deep distress; and such were her views of the hardness of her heart, and 
of the number and aggravation of her sins against God, that at times she was ready tg 
adopt the unwarranted and sinful conclusion, that for her there could be no merey. 

At length, however, it is believed, she was brought to bow at the foot of sovereign 
grace. In the summer of 1810, and under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. McEwen of New 
London, she first obtained clear and satisfactory evidence, that she had been brought into 
the liberty, with which Christ makes his disciples free. Betore this time her Christian 
friends had indulged the hope, that her peace was made with God; her own mind how- 
ever had remained in darkness and distress. But now was her soul filled with clear and 
joyful views of Christ, and of salvation by his merits; now she had joy and peace in be- 
lieving; now she tasted and saw that the Lord is gracious. 

As certain circumstances were thought to render it inexpedient for her to make pub- 
lic profession of her faith in Christ at this time, though her own feelings prompted her 
to it, the performance of this duty was, for a season, omitted. At length in the month of 
April, 1815, she gave herself up to God in baptism, and was received into the first church 
in Tolland. It was then in that place a season of great coldness and stupidity with re- 
gard to the concerns of religion, yet her mind was evidently much engaged in the ser- 
vice of God. Often was she heard by Christian friends to express strong desires for the 
eutpouring of the Holy Spirit, and tor a revival of pure religion. 

For almost a year previous to her uniting with the church, Mrs. Eldredge had discov- 
ered in herself alarmmg symptoms of a cancer. The thought of falling a prey to this 
terrible disease, gave her considerable alarm and anxiety. She declared, however, that 
her feelings of this kind arose more from regard to her connexions, than to herself. The 
prospect of being removed trom them in the midst of her days, especially from an af- 
fectionate husband, and from her young children, was painful and trying. She some- 
times said that she possessed sueh evilence of her interest in the divine favor, as were 
it not for these ties to earth, would afford her entire composure in the prospect of death. 
Her disorder continued to prey upon her constitution, and though at times favorable 
symptoms appeared, stil! its progress was never checked. But as she became more 
and more certain that it must terminate in her dissoiution, her faith and her hope in 
God increased; and her mind was by degrees relieved from the gloom, which the thought 
of death had occasioned. ‘This wasto a remarkable degree the fact, during the Iast six 
months of her life; in which her mind rose rapidly above the present world, and seemed 
to ripen for glory apace. 

A little before this—as nearly as can be recolleeted, in the month of May—she made 
kuown to the writer of this article, that she had not those clear manifestations of the love 
of God to her soul, whieh she desired. ‘This state of mind, however, was of short contin- 
uanee. She soon after informed him, that the cloud was removed. From this time her 
path was apparently in an eminent degree “2s the shining light.” 

his was a season of the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the people, with 
whom she resided. The same work of grace, which was witnessed in many other parts 
ofthe country, was alse experienced at To'land. Great and universal solemnity pervaded 
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the town. Many of the careless had their attention powerfully arrested, and many were 
hopefully brought into the kingdom of Christ. The people of God were atly ani- 
mated and encouraged; but none apparently more so, than the subject of this narrative. 
Her soul was filled with gratitude; her tongue broke out in praise to God. The good 
work, which he was performing among the people of the town, was the principal theme 
of her conversation. At this time many, whose minds were seriously impressed, resorte® 
ro her for instruction and advice. It is believed that her counsels and exhortations were 
to some the means of great spiritual good. / 

Though, during the spring and the summer, she experienced great bodily weakness and 
infirmity, yet she gave diligent attendance on all the means of grate. er heart was in 
the assembly of God’s people, and there she enjoyed great comfort and delight. Seldom 
was she absent either from the stated worship of the sanctuary, or from those meetin 
for religious conference and for prayer, which were held in the neighborhood. In this 
course did she continue, till the first Sabbath in September, when, for the last time on 
earth, she united in the public worship of God, and for the last time commemorated thé 
sufferings of Christ at his table. After this she went abroad very littk. In a few 
weeks she was wholly confined to her room. 

The most important thing, which ean be told of Mrs. Eldredge, is her conduct in the 
near view of dissolution. The manner, in which she met the king of terrors, was most 
interesting and affecting: it was the manner, in which every rational being may well wish 
to die. ‘othe very last, she enjoyed the entixe possession of her mental faculties. Her 
mind was elevated above all earthly things, above all thoughts of herself, above all 
anxious concern for the friends whom she should leave behind, above all 
fears of death, and above all doubts of her acceptance with God. She attained the 
full assurance of hope, and seemed to experience a foretaste of the joys of heaven. At 
one time she said, “Ithink I can hear angels singing around me; I shall soon join 
them.” More than once did she say, “f have got almost’ home.” While 
uniting with a female attendant in prayer on a certain occasion, she exclaimed in 
rapture, “O the love of God, which passeth knowledge! ‘he Lord is indeed very merei- 
fulto me.” At another time, when the petition was made by her bed-side, that if it 
was consistent with Gad’s will, she might be restored to her friends, she interrupted the 
speaker with, ‘Oh! no, no,”—and soon after said, “I have not one wish to live. I have 
committed my family into the hands of God. He is able to take care of them.” 

During her last days, mach of her time was speutin prayer. That she might be pu- 
rified from all remaining corruption, that she might be made subservient to the glory of 
God, that she might patiently wait his time for her removal from this world, and that 
“she might have an easy passage to the world of glory,” were petitions which she often 
made, and which she requested her Christian friends to put up on her account. When ever 


she made this last request, she always added, “if it may be consistent with God’s will.” 


For a number of her last days, she experienced very great bodily distress. But it was 


» deeply interesting to witness the patience and submission to the Divine will, with which 
ali her pains were endured. She once said, “my bodily pain is great, but nothing in 
“Scomparison with what Jesus suffered;” and, again, ‘fit is nothing to what I deserve.” 


When it was said to her, “your pains appear to be extreme,” she replied with great em- 


phasis, “1 hope [ am not setting you an example of impatience.” 
She often expressed a very strong sense of her own vileness, and a very ardent desire 


| } to be freed from all sinful imperfection. ‘O!? she said, I should be willing to endure 
_ } any thing, if it might be the means of purifying me from sin.” Being inquired of, what 


was her strongest desire, she replied, ‘*That | night be wholly delivered from sin, and 


» made fit Yor heaven.” When asked, which appeared to her most heinous, the sins which 


she had committed before her conversion, or those committed since, she said with much 
fecling, “the latter.’ Without any particular request being made, her case was in one 


; instance mentioned in prayer, in the monthly prayer-meeting. When she was informed 
» of it, she was greatly afi 

that God should put it into the hearts of his people to pray for her. With these views 
ot herself were united that confidence in the merits of the Redeemer, and that trust in 


ected, that one so worthless and vile should be remembered, or 


the merey of God, which at times filled her soul with inexpressilile delight. The lan- 


@ guage of her heart evidently was, **God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 


Lord Jesus Christ.” 
She was much taken up with the contemplation of the perfections and the glory of 
God, and of the happiness which is enjoyed in his presenee. A short time before her 


)‘eath, when she was regarded by herself and her friends as about to launch into eter- 


nity, she was asked, what were her views and feelings respecting herself; “O,” she re- 
plied, “I do not think any thing about myself’ She often expressed a strong sense of 
the goodness of God, in granting her such degrees of the light of his countenance, and 
the joys of his salvation. She frequently spoke of the great satisfaction, which it afforded 

er te he surrounded by Christian friends, and manifested strong attachment to the peo- 


) ple of God. She was often much refreshed and comforted by uniting with them in social 


prayerand praise. She manifested peculiar nearness and a sacred union of soul, to all 
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ. As a number of persons, whom she regarded as pos- 
sessing this character, were one day in her room, she said ts them, “I feel that I loye 
von. You all seem to me like hrothers and sisters.” 
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Mrs. Eldredge expressed great soltcitude, that professors of religion might live agree. 
ably to their profession. When it was remarked to her, that the honor of God was, in a 
sense, committed to their keeping, ‘*O” she replied, “it is a most sacred trust.” Ing 
very earnest and affectionate manner, she exhorted some of the members of the church, to 
live worthy of their holy voestion, to live entirely devoted to God. 1 oa number of them 
she said, ‘you will have to give au account how you improve your time. May your lives 
be useful, and your time be spent in the service of God. O the joy there is in living year 
to God! it surpasses every thing. I shall soon bid you adieu. I feel as if I should shortly 
go home to glory.” She also manifested great concern for all, who were destitate of an 
interest in the Savior. In some instances she was heard to put up the most earnest suppli- 
cations in their behalf. Often did she express strong desires, that the Holy Spirit might 
be poured out more copiously, and the work of grace become more extensive and more 
powerful among the people, with whom she resided. Io some of her absent friends she 
sent pressing exhortatious to attend to their spirituabinterests. During all this lime, she 
had a most impressive sense of the solemuity of dying aud appearing betore God. Nort. 
withstanding her desire to depart and to be with Christ, she often said to those about her, 
‘Jt is a solemn thing to die.” 

It is not in the power of the writer of this imperfect sketch, to give on paper a full 
impression of the interesting scenes, which passed in the room of this dying woman. 
During a certain day, about five days before her death, she had been almost speechless. 
With great difficulty she caused herself to be understood. It was not expected that she 
would continue through the night. In the eveuing her minister came in to see her. Af- 
ter prayer and singing she greatly revived, took him by the hand, aud in a clear and 
audible voice addressed him as follows:—*“You are a watchman placed upoa the walls of 
Jerusalem. Study to be useful. Endeavor to be faithful to the souls of your people. 
T have thought you were. Be careful to set good examples before them, Oh! 
that you might have the disposition of our blessed Savior, who went about 
doing good. Put your whole trust in the Lord. He will assist you in all 
your trials, and abundantly reward you for all your labors, An important trust devolves 
upon you; but if you discharge your'duty faithfally, you will receive a crown of glory, 
May you so preach that the blood of souls will not be required at your hands. L have 
taken great delight in hearing you preach, but the time is come that 1 mast depart. Oh! 
may we be so happy as to meet in heaven, where sin and sorrow can never come; where 
we shall sing praises to our Redeemer throughout eternity.” he unpression made by 
this address, will not soon be effaced from the minds of those y ho were preseut. The 
same may be said of her whole behavior at the close of life. ‘To see her, while in the 
very jaws of death, while surrounded with weeping friends, and while exercised with the 
most excruciating bodily distress—to sce her under such circumstances, calmly committing 
her soul to the mercy of God throught a Redeemer, triumphing over the king of terrors, 
at times filled with extatic joy,—to see her at this time unmindtul of herself, raised above 
concern for those dear children, whom she was about to leave in a world of sorrow and 
of sin, and anxious only for the glory of God and the salvation of men, was inexpressibly 
solemn, and affecting, and joyful. In this instance, the last enemy was cawquered; death 
lost its sting. 

The pravers of Mrs. Eldredge, concerning the manner of her death, were answered. 
Her passage into the invisible world was easy. ‘To those who witnessed it, she seemed 
to fall asleep in Jesus. Such was the life, and such the death of this godly woman. 

Reader, in view of the preceding narrative, are you not ready to exclaim, “let me dic 
the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” 


POETRY. 


LINES ACCOMPANYING A DONATION OF FOUR DOLLARS TO THE CHER- 
OKEE MISSION, PRESENTED TO MR. CORNELIUS BY CHILDREN OF 
MISS HUNTLEY’S SCHOOL, HARTFORD. 


We, number’d with Instruction’s train We, who may read the Holy Word 
Who grateful all her precepts mark, Enjoy the Sabbath’s peaceful rest, 
Remember those whose minds renrain Trust in the merits of ow Lord, 
Uncultur’d, desolate and dark. And be through his atonement blest, 
We, who are taught with active hands Lament for those, whose blinded eyes 
The arts of industry to know, In more than midnight darkness gvrope, 
Pity those weak degraded bands Pay the dark idol saeritice, 

Of want, and indolence and woe. Yet find nor Comforter nor Hope. 

We, who amid the joys of home These are our brethren; and our prayers 
With dearest, kindest friends repose, With your divine exertions blend, 

Sigh for the wand’ring tribes that roam That God would prosper all your cares, 
Dejected to lite’s weary close. And shew to them the -inner’s Friend. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We do not think the answers of Satis to certain objections against Christianity partie™- 
lariy needful at the present time. 
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